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Friedrich Engels
The condition of Working Class in England

One hundred and seventy-four years after
its first publication, Engels’ book remains a
valuable social and historical document.

19/0CT/2019 THE WIRE

Friedrich Engels was 21 when his father
decided that Germany was getting too hot to hold
his young son any longer. In Berlin in 1841, Friedrich
had taken the usual road of progressive young
German intellectuals of his time: he had first
become a ‘left Hegelian’, then veered away from
that position to lean increasingly towards radical
socialism/communism, and had begun writing for
various magazines and periodicals in which the
German Left critiqued society and religion.

In fact, even before his sojourn in Berlin, when
he was apprenticed, at his father’s insistence, at a
firm in Bremen during 1839-40 so that he could
learn the ropes of business and finance, Engels
wrote often for local newspapers on a wide range
of social and cultural issues.

Already, he had shown himself to be a
combative atheist and a caustic critic of the
capriciousness and hypocrisy of the propertied
classes.

As early as October 17, 1840, still shy of his
nineteenth birthday, Friedrich wrote a pungent piece
titled ‘Rationalism and Pietism’for the Bremen
daily Morgenblatt fur Gebildete Leserin which he
decried the rise of narrow religious fundamentalism:

The pulpit became the presidential chair of a
court of inquisition whence the eternal curse was
hurled against all theological trends which the
inquisitor did and did not know. Anyone who did
not accept this crass mysticism as absolute
Christianity was delivered up to the devil. And with
a sophistry which emerged as strangely naive,
Krummacher always managed to shelter behind the
apostle Paul. “Itis not | who is cursing, nay! Children,
reflect, it is the apostle Paul who condemns you!”

So as not to hurt the sentiments of his
churchgoing, prosperous parents, the young man
signed off on many of his articles as ‘Friedrich
Oswald’. His parents, however, had a fair idea of
what their eldest child was up to, and were mortified.
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- Anjan Basu

Political nonconformism was not only not
respectable in Germany, it was rapidly becoming
dangerous. The parents had to do something.

Their choice proved to be providential. To
insulate Friedrich from the corrupting influence of
radical politics, they decided to ‘banish’ him to
England. He was to be a trainee at the Weaste office
in Manchester of the family firm Ermen and Engels’s
Victoria Mills. What this did was to locate Engels at
the very heart of 19" century industrial capitalism.
No place in Europe or elsewhere was capable of
providing a ring-side view of the gargantuan societal
changes driving early industrial capitalism
comparable to what Manchester, the world’s textile
capital, facilitated.

In the process, his parents’ gambit not only
failed spectacularly, it achieved the result they
dreaded most. In quick time, Friedrich transitioned
from being an observer of contemporary society to
a socialist revolutionary. In other words, young
Friedrich became Friedrich Engels, one of the two
foremost leaders of modern-day socialism.

Engels reached Manchester in the autumn of
1842, and remained there uninterruptedly for just
under two years. By the early months of 1844, he
was at work on a book that would cement his place
as one of the great commentators of industrial
capitalism. The Condition of the Working Class in
England was not to be published in its English
edition until 1892 (the American edition came out
in 1887) — or very nearly half a century after the
first German edition which made its appearance in
Leipzig in the summer of 1845, with a dedication
(in English) ‘to the working classes of Great Britain’.

Ever since then, the book has seldom been
out of print in one edition or another, and even today
it remains one of the best-known documents of
what, in its early years, the Industrial Revolution
meant for the lives of its foot-soldiers. As an analysis
of the evolution of industrial capitalism, of the social
impact of large-scale industrialisation and its
political consequences, The Condition of the
Working Class in England remains unsurpassed
nearly 174 years after its first publication.
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The book is spread over 11 chapters, plus a
preface, an introduction and a postscript. An
appendix was added to the 1887 American edition
to take stock of the broad changes in the landscape
of industrial capitalism over the intervening forty
years, for example, the emergence of American,
German and French competition to what in early
19" century was a virtual English monopoly over
world markets.

It also recorded a confession: that the
prognostication of “an imminent social revolution
in England” which Engels’s “youthful ardour (had)
induced (him) to venture upon” in 1844-45 had been
misplaced. Engels also points to the changes in
his own understanding of the dynamic of social
revolution. He now knew that class contradictions
were irreconcilable, and the proletariat’s struggle
for emancipation stood little chance of finding a
potential ally in even those segments of the
bourgeoisie whom Engels had earlier seen as
enlightened fellow-travellers.

The Introduction draws the broad contours of
the Industrial Revolution ‘beginning in the second
half of the 18" century with the invention of the
steam-engine and of machinery for working cotton’.
The emphasis here is on how this revolution, unlike
all the other changes that went before it, ‘altered
the whole civil society’ beyond recognition and gave
rise, for the first time, to the ‘Industrial Proletariat’,
which happens to be the caption (and subject-
matter) of the first chapter.

The rise of industrial capitalism destroyed petty
commodity producers, the small-time cottage
industry, and even, in substantial measure, the
peasantry, consigning large swathes of the
population to this new social class of wage workers
whose only means of livelihood consisted in selling
physical labour to the large machine owner.

For the first time in history, producers were
transformed whole-sale into labourers who owned
virtually nothing save the shirts on their backs. The
Industrial Revolution did not stop at only creating
the proletariat as a social class; concentration and
polarisation was in the very nature of the
revolutionary process, which worked by creating
an increasingly small bourgeoisie of increasingly
large capitalists and pushing increasingly bigger
segments of the population into the ranks of the
proletariat. The whole phenomenon played out to
an unending process of urbanisation.

ooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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Large-scale mechanised industry requires
steadily-growing capital investments, while its
division of labour necessitates the accumulation of
large communities of wage-workers. So,
increasingly, sleepy villages morphed into busy
towns, and small towns into bustling mega-cities.
Large communities of proletarians create a surplus
labour force, which helps push wages down and
attracts investors to set up new industrial units.
Industry tends to migrate from the higher urban to
the lower rural wages, and this in turn plants the
seeds of urbanisation in the countryside.

Thus, the great cities with their large armies
of proletarians who are obliged to sell their labour
at whatever happens to be the going price, become,
for Engels, the symbol of industrial capitalism. The
system is built around relentless competition, a
competition which is

the completest expression of the battle of all
against all which rules in modern civil society. This
battle, a battle for life, for existence, for everything,
in case of need a battle of life and death, is fought
not between the different classes of society only,
but also between the individual members of these
classes.

Here, the proletarian is forced back upon his
own measly devices, so that even within a large
community, he can be utterly alone and helpless.

(E)verywhere barbarous indifference, hard
selfishness on one side, unspeakable misery on
the other, everywhere social war, every man’s
house a fortress, everywhere marauders who
plunder under the protection of the law.

And what is life in a big city like, at any rate in
the workers’ districts? What kind of human beings
are shaped by such a life? Chapters 3 through 11,
with a brief detour in chapter 4 into an examination
of Irish immigration into the English workforce, look
at these questions at length.

Engels shows capitalism pitchforking the
proletariat, often composed of migrant workers from
pre-industrial backgrounds, into a living hell “in
which they are ground down, underpaid or starved,
left to rot in slums, neglected, despised, and
coerced, not only by the impersonal forces of
competition but by the bourgeoisie as a class, which
regards them as objects and not as men, as ‘labour’
or ‘hands’ and not as human beings”.

Since all the laws of the land are stacked
against the worker, he is fined, penalised, jailed or
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dismissed from his job at the factory owner’s
pleasure. Malnutrition, poor health and disease are
the worker’s constant companions, and the fear of
being thrown out of his job dogs him at all times.
Child mortality is staggeringly high: 53% among
under-five-year-olds in Leeds where only 13% of
the population live to be older than 59 (the
corresponding numbers in the healthy agricultural
district of Ruthlandshire being 28% and 37%
respectively). llliteracy, drunkenness and crime are
the inescapable concomitants of a life of poverty
and squalor and the proletariat is plagued by them
all.

But the dehumanised, brutalised worker does
in truth mirror the ever-expanding material
prosperity and progress of the bourgeoisie, albeit
perversely.

Engels’ account is based on first-hand
observation as well as other sources such as
reports of factory inspectors and sundry
government commissions, newspaper articles and
court proceedings, on all of which he
draws copiously. He builds his case against the utter
inhumanity of predatory capitalism assiduously, by
not only collecting telling data but also quoting
extensively from sources essentially aligned with
the established order.

He was a manufacturing businessman living
in a thriving business environment, came to know
the workers’ districts of Manchester quite well, and
paid visits to Leeds, Sheffield, Bradford and London
to study conditions in those centres. He also worked
with the Chartists and other early socialists in
England who were agitating and organising for
workers’ rights. The help provided in all this by
his partner, the Irish factory girl Mary Burns, was
invaluable, and Engels’ account suffers from none
of the inadequacies of a rush job by an outsider
who gets to know his milieu only minimally.

How does the worker react to the cruel injustice
of the system? Engels points to three broad
responses. One, that of succumbing to it by allowing
himself to be demoralised and debased, and sink
into a life of hopelessness and crime. Second, by
submitting to it passively, accepting life as it comes
and trying to live life like a law-abiding citizen, thus
tightening the chains that tie him to the system.

Finally, there is the option to rebel, either as
an isolated machine-breaker or by uniting with other
workers in a broad labour movement that seeks to
bring dignity and the hope of a better future to their

ooooooooooooooooooooooooo
IEHHCHES A A A A A A AR ASH A

232&B0D {00,

lives. Engels stresses the third option with force.

He shows how, by dehumanising the
proletariat, the bourgeoisie also alienates it from
bourgeois ideology and illusion, for example from
religion and conventional morality. Besides,
progressive industrialisation and concentration of
working people in close-packed communities help
foster workers’ unity and a sense of their own power.

In other words, the worker can develop ‘class
consciousness’, a term that Engels does not use
yet, though he explores its underlying idea at some
length. Lenin saw this as an important contribution
to socialist theory by Engels, said Lenin,

was among the first to say that the proletariat
is not only a class that suffers; that it is precisely
its shameful economic situation which irresistibly
drives it forward, and obliges it to struggle for its
final emancipation.

There are also other important ways in
whichThe Condition of the Working Class in
England remains a important historical document.
This was probably the first comprehensive analysis
of the conditions in which the working-class of a
country as a whole lived under early capitalism,
though there had been studies by a few others
earlier into specific industry segments and localised
trade.

Engels also introduced here the concept of
periodic cycles of prosperity and crisis, and showed
how such cycles are an essential component of
capitalism itself. Also, though he does not use the
term ‘industrial reserve army’, he clearly recognises
how capitalism must maintain a permanent reserve
of workers so as to cut costs and plan for boom-
period production levels.

Engels’ hope of a social revolution emerging
in the near term out of a serious crisis in English
capitalism was not to be fulfilled, but that is a
separate discussion. What is striking about The
Condition of the Working Class in England is that it
was the first comprehensive effort to analyse the
Industrial Revolution and its social and political
consequences in their entirety. Indeed, it was the
first-ever application of the Marxist method to the
study of society. And it pre-dated the Capital by over
two decades. Even the Communist Manifesto was
not to appear till three years after this remarkable
book.

Anjan Basu writes on a range of subjects. He
can be reached at basuanjan52 @ gmail.com. ]
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Friedrich Engels

Peasant War in Germany

Four hundred years have passed since the
great Peasant War in Germany. It differs from similar
peasant uprisings of the Fourteenth Century in Italy,
France and England, in that these uprisings were
of a more or less local character and were directed
against the money economy then in the process of
development, while the Peasant War, unfolding in
the epoch of early capitalism which was creating a
world market, was intimately related to the events
of the Reformation. This more
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- Comments by D. Riazanov

Engels, in one of his first articles for the Chartist
“Northern Star,” called the attention of the English
workers to this “famous leader of the Peasant War
of 15625,” who, according to Engels, was a real
democrat, and fought for real demands, not
illusions.

Marx and Engels, who very soberly regarded

the role of the peasantry in the realization of
a social revolution never
underestimated its role as a

complex historic background, ,
compared with the background of
the Fourteenth Century, rendered
more complex the class grouping
whose struggle determined the
whole course of the Peasant War.
The role of proletarian elements also
becomes more pronounced
compared with earlier uprisings.

It was natural that, with the
growth of a democratic movement

in Germany, especially after the July ADDENDUN

Revolution in France, attention
should be directed towards the study
of the great Peasant War. A series |

FrEDERICK ENGELS

revolutionary factor in the struggle
against the large landowners and
the feudal masters. They
understood very well that the more
the peasantry falls under the
leadership of revolutionary classes
which unite it, the more capable it
is of general political actions. Led
by the revolutionary proletariat,
supporting its struggle against
capitalism in the city and the village,
the peasantry appeared to be a very
important ally. This is why Marx and
Engels, during the revolution of

of popular brochures and works

examining individual phases of the movement made
their appearance, and in 1841 there was published
the monumental work of [Wilhelm] Zimmermann,
which, to the present time, remains the most
detailed narrative of the events of the Peasant War
in Germany.

It was also natural that the German
communists, confronted with the necessity of
determining how far the peasantry could be relied
upon as a revolutionary factor, should have carefully
studied the history of the Peasant War. Their
attention was particularly drawn to the leaders of
the Peasant War, one of whom was Thomas
Muenzer. It is characteristic that as early as 1845,
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1848-49, mercilessly exposed the
cowardly conduct of the German
bourgeoisie, which, currying favour with the Junkers
and afraid of the proletariat, had refused to defend
the interests of the peasantry.

It was with the aim of instructing the German
bourgeois democracy that in 1850, Engels,
supported by the factual material collected by the
democrat, Zimmermann, wrote this splendid
account of the German Peasant War. First, he gives
a picture of the economic situation and of the class
composition of Germany of that time. Then he
shows how out of this soil spring the various
opposition groups with their programmes, and gives
a colourful characterisation of Luther and Muenzer.
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The third chapter contains a brief history of the
peasant uprisings in the German Empire from 1476
to 1517, that is, to the beginning of the Reformation.
In the fourth chapter we have the history of the
uprising of the nobility under the leadership of Franz
von Sickingen and Ulrich von Hutten. The fifth and
sixth chapters contain a narrative of the events of
the Peasant War as such, with a detailed
explanation of the main causes of the peasants’
defeat. In the seventh and last chapters the
significance of the Peasant War and its
consequences in German history are explained.

Permeating the whole of Engels’ work is the
idea of the necessity of a merciless struggle against
the feudal masters, the landlords. Only a radical
abolition of all traces of feudal domination, he said,
could create the most favourable conditions for the
success of a proletarian revolution. In this respect
Engels was in full harmony with Marx, who wrote
to him later (August 16, 1856), “Everything in
Germany will depend upon whether it will be
possible to support the proletarian revolution by
something like a second edition of the Peasant War.
Only then will everything proceed well”

Quite different was the conception of Lassalle,
who overestimated the significance of the uprising
of the nobility, idealized Franz von Sickingen and
Ulrich von Hutten, and treated the revolutionary
movement of the lower plebeian strata too
contemptuously. In his opinion, the Peasant War,
notwithstanding its revolutionary appearance, was
in reality a reactionary movement. “You all know,”
he said to the Berlin workers, “that the peasants
killed the nobles and burned their castles, or,
according to the prevailing habit, made them run
the gauntlet. However, notwithstanding this
revolutionary appearance, the movement was, in
substance and principle, reactionary”

The Russian revolutionary populists, especially
the adherents of Bakunin, often identified Lassalle’s
view of the peasants with the views of Marx and
Engels. In this they followed Bakunin’s lead, who
wrote the following:

“Everybody knows that Lassalle repeatedly
expressed the idea that the defeat of the peasant
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uprising in the Fourteenth Century and the
strengthening and rapid growth of the bureaucratic
state in Germany that followed it were a veritable
triumph for the revolution.” According to Bakunin,
the German communists viewed all peasants as
elements of reaction. “The fact is,” he added, “that
the Marxists cannot think otherwise; worshippers
of state power at any price, they are bound to curse
every people’s revolution, especially a peasant
revolution, which is anarchic by its very nature, and
which proceeds directly to annihilate the state.”

When Bakunin wrote these lines, there was
already in existence the second edition of Engels’
work on the Peasant War, with a new preface
(1870), in which the inconsistency of Liebknecht
and other contemporary German social-democrats
on the agrarian question was criticised. In 1875,
the third edition appeared, with an addendum which
emphasised still more the sharp difference between
the views of Marx and Engels on the one hand,
and Lassalle on the other.

It must be noted that in the last years of his
life, Engels devoted much labour to the study of
the Peasant War, and was about to recast his old
work.

In 1882 be wrote a special addition to
his Socialism, Utopian and Scientific, devoted to
the history of the German peasantry. On December
31, 1884, he wrote to Sorge: “I am subjecting
my Peasant War to radical reconstruction. It is going
to become a cornerstone of German history. It is a
great piece of work. All the preliminary work is
almost ready.”

The work of preparing the second and third
volumes of Capital for publication, prevented him
from carrying out his plan. In July, 1893, he wrote
to Mehring, “If | succeed in reconstructing anew
the historic introduction to my Peasant War, which
| hope will be possible during this winter, | will give
there an exposition of my views” [concerning the
conditions of the breaking up of Germany and the
causes of the defeat of the German bourgeois
revolution of the Sixteenth Century].

When Kautsky was writing his book on the
forerunners of modern socialism — it appeared in
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parts — Engels wrote to him on May 21, 1895: “Of
your book, | can tell you that the further it proceeds,
the better it becomes. Compared with the original
plan, Plato and early Christianity are not sufficiently
worked out. The mediaeval sects are much better,
and the later ones, more so. Best of all are the
Taborites, Muenzer, and the Anabaptists. | have
learned much from your book. For my recasting of
the Peasant War, itis an indispensable preliminary
work.

“‘In my judgment, there are only two
considerable faults:

“(1) A very insufficient insight into the
development and the role of those elements entirely
outside of the feudal hierarchy, which are déclassé,
occupying almost the place of pariahs; elements
that form the lowest stratum of the population of
every medieval city, without rights and outside the
rural community, the feudal dependence, the guild
bonds. This is difficult, but it is the chief foundation,
since gradually, with the decomposition of feudal
relations, out of this stratum develops the
predecessor of the proletariat which, in 1789, in
the faubourgs of Paris, made the revolution. You
speak of the proletarians, but this expression is not
entirely exact; when you count among your
‘proletarians’ the weavers, whose significance you

picture very correctly, you may rightly do so, only
beginning from that epoch when the déclassé non-
guild journeyman weavers made their appearance
and only in so far as the latter were in existence.
Much work is still required in this connection.

“(2) You have not sufficiently taken into account
the situation of the world market, in so far as one
could speak of such a market at that time, and the
international economic situation of Germany at the
end of the Fifteenth Century. However, only this
situation explains why the bourgeois-plebeian
movement under a religious cloak, having suffered
defeat in England, the Netherlands and Bohemia,
could achieve a measure of success in Germany
in the Sixteenth Century. This was due to its religious
cloak, whereas the success of its
bourgeois contents was reserved for the following
century and for the countries which had utilized the
development of the world market that had in the
meantime taken another direction, namely, Holland
and England. It is a great subject, which | hope to
be able to treat briefly in the Peasant War, if | only
succeed in taking it up!”

Death — Engels died several days after the
writing of this letter (August 5, 1895) — prevented
him from completing this work. |

D. RIAZANOV, Moscow, July 1925
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Friedrich Engels
Anti-Diihring

Frederick Engels’ Anti-Duhring is rarely read
or discussed by radicals and activists today. The
book is out of print, and can usually only be found
in used bookstores or online. Engels later extracted
a small portion of this larger work and it became
the much more widely read Socialism: Utopian and
Scientific. The purpose of this article is to introduce
a new generation to one of the most underutilized
texts in the Marxist tradition.

The ideas of Eugene Duhring
gained popularity in Germany in the
1870s. A blind radical railing against
society and its officials, Duhring was
an impoverished professor highly
critical of his colleagues. Young
students and workers were naturally
sympathetic to him and rallied to his
defense when he was driven from a
job at Berlin University. Writing
regularly in the socialist press,
Duhring’s ideas promised (in his own
words) an entirely “new mode of
thought...system-creating
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published as a series of articles and finally in 1878
as one book under the facetious title Herr Eugen
Duhring’s Revolution in Science, later shortened
to the rather blunt title Anti-DUhring."

Since the world has largely forgotten the
writings of Eugene Duhring, what value could there
be in reading Engels’ refutation of them? Engels
writes in the preface that he was reluctant to sink
his teeth into such a “sour apple.” However,

Once bitten into, [it] had to be
completely devoured; and it was
not only very sour, but very large.
The new socialist theory was
presented as the ultimate practical
fruit of a new philosophical system.
It was therefore necessary to
examine it in connection with this
system, and in doing so to examine
the system itself.

The process of responding to
Duhring’s “system,” Engels
explained, “gave me, in connection

ideas...from the foundation upwards

with the very diverse subject

original conclusions and views...a
strictly scientific conception of things
and of men.” DUhring promised to lay
bare the “fundamental basis” of natural science, of
philosophy, of economics, of human history. Dihring
even laid out a plan for a future socialist society.
(35-36)

Leading members of the socialist movement,
such as Eduard Bernstein, August Bebel, and even
Wilhelm Liebknecht hailed Ddhring’s writings.
Duhring’s writings were placed on the level of Marx’s
Capital. After 1875, it became clearer to Liebknecht
that DUhring was counterposing his ideas to Marx’s,
and he implored Engels to write something in
response. By 1876, DUhring’s popularity was at its
height and Engels was convinced, reluctantly, to
weigh in. These responses to Dihring were first
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touched on in this book, the
opportunity to develop in a positive
form my views on questions which
are today of wide scientific or practical interest.”
(emphasis added) (10) What followed is perhaps
the clearest explanation of a Marxist worldview in
a single text. Anti-Duhring is a powerful introduction
to historical materialism, Marxist economics, and
dialectics.

Diihring on Duhring

A warning: the reader may be flummoxed at
times attempting to understand what DUhring is
trying to say. For Engels’ purpose, it was necessary
to quote Duhring at length. The modern reader is
likely to be less interested. And yet, Dihring is not
the last to come along promising “system-creating
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ideas” or “final and ultimate truths.” Engels’ method
in refuting DUhring is thus often as valuable as the
specifics of the refutation. In addition, readers may
recognize in Duhring’s political thought a moral
protest against capitalism. Understanding the
difference between this and a scientific
understanding of capitalism is useful in our time,
when politics based on moralism or on consumer-
oriented solutions retain currency on the Left.

An additional warning: the reader may be
highly entertained by Engels’ wit. He is surgical in
his dissection of DUhring, but that doesn’t prevent
him from lathering on the sarcasm and turning
Duhring’s own words against him for comic effect.
If the title didn’t already give it away, the text is a
blistering assault, and Engels spares no effort to
knock Duhring off his pedestal.

And, it must be said, DUhring has far to fall.
“When a man is in possession of the final and
ultimate truth and of the only strictly scientific
approach,” Engels writes, “it is only natural that he
should have a certain contempt for the rest of erring
and unscientific humanity.” Dihring, according to
Duhring, is just such a man. Duhring calls Kant
“childish,” Hegel's ideas “crudities,” and Darwin’s
thought “a piece of brutality directed against
humanity.” Fourier has a “childish mind,” Lassalle is
“pedantic, hair-splitting,” and Marx is noted for his
“narrowness of conception...impotence of the
faculties of concentration and logical
arrangement...barren conceptions...logical
fantasy...vile mannerisms...philosophical and
scientific backwardness.” (39)

“For the moment,” responds Engels to these
insults, “we will guard against expressing any doubt
as to their deep-rootedness, as we might otherwise
be prohibited from trying to find the category of
fools to which we belong.”

Anti-Duhring is organized into three sections—
Philosophy, Political Economy, and Socialism—
each responding to a book by Dihring on the same
theme. Due to the constraints of space, what follow
are not summaries of the sections, but merely
highlights from each.

Philosophy

In this section, Engels shows that (for all the
abuse that Duhring heaps on the philosophies of
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Hegel) Duhring, in his so-called “philosophy of
reality” reveals himself to be a devout Hegelian in
one respect (as we shall see, he rejects the
Hegelian dialectic). The most important thread that
connects the two is their philosophical idealism,
which is to say their belief that changes in the world
are, in the first place, the products of changes in
ideas. “The essence of all thought,” writes DUhring,
“consists in the synthesis of the elements of
consciousness into a unity.... It is the unified
synthesis which gave rise to the indivisible idea of
the world.” (51)

Confused? You're not alone. Diihring assures
us, “Every question can be decided axiomatically
in accordance with simple basic forms, as if
simple...basic principles of mathematics were
concerned.” (51)

To gain understanding of the world, one
therefore need not investigate the world, but merely
one’s thoughts about the world. Engels explains,

What he is dealing with are therefore principles,
formal principles derived from thought and not from
the external world, which are to be applied to Nature
and the realm of man, and to which therefore Nature
and the realm of man have to conform. (43)

Just like Hegel, Dihring has it upside-down.

But with this the whole relationship is inverted:
the principles are not the starting point of the
investigation, but its final result; they are not applied
to Nature and human history, but abstracted from
them; it is not Nature and the realm of humanity
which conform to these principles, but the principles
are only valid insofar as they are in conformity with
Nature and history. That is the only materialistic
conception of the matter. (44)

Duhring even goes so far as to endow nature
with a will, with consciousness and intent. He tells
us that, “the instincts were primarily created for the
sake of the sense of pleasure which is associated
with their activity.” What is the origin of these
instincts? Duhring argues, “We should not regard
[them] as directly, but only indirectly, willed.”(79)

Engels shows how Dihring misrepresents
Darwin’s ideas about natural selection in order to
attack them. Dihring, for example, makes much of
how Darwin once compared his ideas to those of
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the misanthrope, Malthus, who argued that social
catastrophes were a natural check on the growth
of human populations. Dihring thus paints Darwin
with this Malthusian brush. “In the precise and
definite sense the struggle for existence is found
only in the realm of brutality,” he writes, “insofar as
animals live by seizing prey by force and devouring
it”

Engels responds:

...[A]fter he has reduced the idea of the
struggle for existence to these narrow limits he can
give full play to his indignation at the brutality of
this idea, which he himself has restricted to brutality.
But this moral indignation applies only to Herr
Duhring himself, who is indeed the only author of
the struggle for existence in this limited conception
and is therefore also solely responsible for it. (82)

Engels contrasts Darwin’s materialism with
Diihring’s idealism :

If therefore tree-frogs and leaf-eating insects
are green, desert animals are sandy yellow, and
animals of the polar regions are mainly snow-white
in color, they have certainly not adopted these
colors on purpose or in conformity with any ideas;
on the contrary, the colors can only be explained
on the basis of physical forces and chemical action.
And yet it cannot be denied that these animals,
because of those colors are fittinglyadapted to the
environment in which they live, in such a way that
they are far less visible to their enemies.... But if
Herr DUhring insists that this adaptation must be
effected through ideas, he says in other words that
the purposive activity must be brought about
through ideas, it must be conscious and intentional.
And this brings us, as is usually the case in his
philosophy of reality, to a purposive creator, to God.
(84)

In the next chapter, Engels moves on to other
aspects of Diihring’s philosophy:

We refrain from giving samples of the
mishmash of platitudes and oracular sayings, in a
word, of the simple balderdash, with which Herr
Duhring regales his readers for fifty full pages as
the deep-rooted science of the elements of
consciousness. We will cite only this: “The person
who can only think by means of language has never
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yet learnt what is meant by abstract and pure
thought." On this basis animals are the most
abstract and purest thinkers, because their thought
is never obscured by the officious intrusion of
language. (98)

The latter part of the first section of Anti-
Ddhring concerns itself with questions of morality,
law, and dialectics. Here the reader will find a
thorough defense of historical materialism, akin to
Trotsky’s pamphlet, Their Morals and Ours, as well
as a crystal-clear explanation of dialectics.

Diihring maintains that :

The first and most important principle of the
basic logical characteristics of being is the exclusion
of contradiction. Contradiction is a category which
can only appertain to a combination of thoughts,
but not to reality. There are no contradictions in
things, or, to put it another way, contradiction applied
to reality is itself the apex of absurdity. (136)

Engels counters :

So long as we consider things as static and
lifeless, each one by itself, alongside of and after
each other, it is true that we do not run up against
any contradictions in them.... But the position is
quite different as soon as we consider things in their
motion, their change, their life, their reciprocal
influence on each other. Then we immediately
become involved in contradictions. (137)

He then proceeds to list a few basic examples:

A living thing is at each moment itself and yet
something else. Life is therefore also a contradiction
which is present in things and processes
themselves, and which constantly asserts and
solves itself; and as soon as the contradiction
ceases, life too comes to an end, and death steps
in. We likewise saw that also in the sphere of thought
we could not avoid contradictions, and that for
example the contradiction between man’s inherently
unlimited faculty of knowledge and its actual
realization in men who are limited by their external
conditions and limited also in their intellectual
faculties finds its solution in what is, for us at least,
and from a practical standpoint, an endless
succession of generations, in infinite progress. (138)

Later, Engels points out how differential
calculus in mathematics equates straight lines and
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curves, achieving results that common sense would
deem impossible.

Elementary mathematics, the mathematics of
constant magnitudes, moves within the confines of
formal logic, at any rate taken as a whole; the
mathematics of variable magnitudes, whose most
important part is the infinitesimal calculus, is in
essence nothing other than the application of
dialectics to mathematical relations. (153)

Chapters 9 and 10 proceed to defend two basic
dialectical concepts from Duhring’s attacks: the
transformation of quantity into quality, and the
negation of a negation. The former is simply the
recognition that often, incremental changes in the
quantity of a thing, at some point transform into a
qualitative change in the thing as a whole.

Engels cites a classic example:

The change of the state of water, which under
normal atmospheric pressure changes at 0° C. from
liquid into a solid state [ice], and at 100° C. from
the liquid into the gaseous state, so that at both
these turning points the merely quantitative change
of temperature brings about a qualitative change
in the condition of the water. (144)

He also points out how different chemical
compounds can have radically different
properties (one is poisonous, the next is
breathable), only because each has a
different amount of carbon or hydrogen molecules.
Mere quantitative changes in the combination of
elements create qualitatively different substances.

But what of the “negation of a negation”? What
does this mean? Think of it as a development of
the idea that reality is full of contradictions.
Contradictions tend to work themselves out in a
way that one side is negated (destroyed, removed,
etc.). But that is not all—the remaining side (the
first “negation”) is usually itself later negated. Hence
the negation of the negation is a way that
contradictions tend to get resolved.

Here is an example from Engels: blockquote>
Let us take a grain of barley...if it falls on suitable
soil, then under the influence of heat and moisture
a specific change takes place, it germinates; the
grain as such ceases to exist, it is negated, and in
its place appears the plant which has arisen from
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it, the negation of the grain. But what is the normal
life-process of this plant? It grows, flowers, is
fertilized, and finally once more produces grains of
barley, and as soon as these have ripened the stalk
dies, is in its turn negated. As a result of this
negation of the negation we have once again the
original grain of barley, but not as a single unit, but
ten, twenty, or thirty fold. (154) But for our (and
Engels’) purposes, the most important example is
the development of human society. Engels explains
Marx’s argument that the contradictions of class
society work themselves out in a similar pattern.

Before the capitalist era, at least in England,
petty industry existed on the basis of the private
property of the laborer in his means of production.
The so-called primitive accumulation of capital in
this case is the expropriation of these immediate
producers, that is, in the dissolution of private
property based on the labor of its owner. (150)

This first “negation,” is how the contradictions
of early industry work themselves out. Capitalism
destroys the economy of small producers. Engels
quotes Marx: “This expropriation is accomplished
by the action of the immanent laws of capitalistic
production itself, by the centralization of capital. One
capitalist always kills many.”

That is the first negation.

Engels quotes Marx’s explanation of the
second: “That which is now to be expropriated is
no longer the laborer working for himself, but the
capitalist exploiting many laborers.” The natural
development of capitalism leads to its undoing—
the negation of the negation.

Along with the constantly diminishing number
of the magnates of capital, grows the mass of
misery...grows the revolt of the working class, a
class always increasing in number, and disciplined,
united, and organized by the very mechanism of
the process of capitalist production itself.... The
expropriators are expropriated. (151)

Engels’ critics have tried to impute to Engels
the idea that the dialect is a grand key that unlocks
all the secrets of nature. But Engels is merely
explaining that the general processes of society,
and the natural world from which it springs, operate
dialectically rather than statically—that is, through
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the motion engendered by contradictory forces
acting on one another, in a never-ending process
of coming into being and passing away.

Political economy
“In my system” Duhring explains,

The relation between general politics and the
forms of economic law is determined in so definite
and at the same time so original a way that it would
not be superfluous, in order to facilitate study, to
make special reference to this point. The formation
of political relationships is,historically, the
fundamental fact, and the economic conditions
dependent on this are only an effect or a particular
case, and are consequently always facts of the
second order. (180)

In this, as in many things, DUhring has it exactly
backwards—economic relations set the parameters
for political developments, not the other way around.
To understand this, the reader must also know that
Duhring builds up his ideas about society from a
hypothetical Robinson Crusoe situation—a man
stranded on an island, with his accomplice, Friday.
From the relations and struggles between these
two stranded humans, Dihring attempts to show
how oppression and exploitation developed in its
present form.

“In fact,” DUhring maintains,

Nothing more than this simple dualism is
required to enable us accurately to portray some
of the most important relations of distribution and
to study their laws in germ in their logical
necessity.... Cooperative working on an equal
footing is here just as conceivable as the
combination of forces through the complete
subjection of one party, who is then compelled to
render economic service as a slave or as a mere
tool and is maintained also only as a tool.... A
universal survey of the various historical institutions
of justice and injustice is here the essential
presupposition. (176)

This is DUhring’s “force” theory—the idea that
the root of all exploitation and oppression is force.
Engels refutes this concept, by pointing out that

[T]he question arises: how did Crusoe come
to enslave Friday? Just for the pleasure of doing it?
No such thing. On the contrary, we see that Friday
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“is compelled to render economic service as a slave
or as a mere tool and is maintained only as a tool.”
Crusoe enslaved Friday only in order that Friday
should work for Crusoe’s benefit. And how can
Crusoe derive any benefit for himself from Friday’s
labor? Only through Friday producing by his labor
more of the necessaries of life than Crusoe has to
give him to keep him in a fit state to work.... The
childish example specifically selected by Herr
Duhring in order to prove that force is “historically
the fundamental fact,” in reality, therefore, proves
that force is only the means, and that the aim is
economic advantage. And inasmuch as the aim is
“more fundamental” than the means to secure it,
so in history the economic side of the relationship
is much more fundamental than the political side.
The example therefore proves precisely the
opposite of what it was supposed to prove. (181—
82)

If force is not the “flundamental fact” of human
society, then what is? Engels answers: production.

In order to make use of a slave, a man must
possess two kinds of things: first, the instruments
and material for his slave’s labor; and secondly, the
minimum necessaries of life for him. Therefore,
before slavery becomes possible, a certain level of
production must already have been reached and a
certain inequality of distribution must already have
appeared. (182)

But even that inequality can develop without
force.

Historically, private property by no means
makes its appearance as the result of robbery or
violence. On the contrary. It already existed, even
though it was limited to certain objects, in the
ancient primitive communes of all civilized peoples.
It developed within these communes, at first through
barter with strangers, till it reached the form of
commodities. The more the products of the
commune assumed the commodity form, that is,
the less they were produced for their producers’
own use, and the more for the purpose of exchange,
the more the primitive natural division of labor was
replaced by exchange also within the commune,
the more inequality developed in the property of
the individual members of the commune. (184)
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In the following chapter, Engels invites us to
investigate the concept of “force” itself more closely.
“Crusoe enslaved Friday ‘sword in hand. Where did
he get the sword from? Even on the imaginary
islands of Crusoe stories, swords have not, up to
now, grown on trees, and Herr Dlhring gives us no
answer whatever to this question.”

If it's just a matter of finding a weapon, then
Friday might just as easily have become the master
and not the slave had he found a sword first—or
better yet, a pistol! And, anyway, Engels reminds
us, not all weapons are equal.

So, then, the revolver triumphs over the sword;
and this will probably make even the most childish
axiomatician comprehend that force is no mere act
of the will, but requires very real preliminary
conditions before it can come into operation, that
is to say, instruments, the more perfect of which
vanquish the less perfect; moreover, that these
instruments have to be produced, which also
implies that the producer of more perfect
instruments of force...vanquishes the producer of
the less perfect instrument, and that, in a word, the
triumph of force is based on the production of arms,
and this in turn on production in general—therefore
on “economic power,” and on the “economic order,”
on the material means which force has at its
disposal. (189)

Relations of domination arose, argues Engels,
not because someone decided one day to forcibly
enslave someone else, but as a product of material
changes. The growth of human productivity,
particularly with the rise of agriculture, both required
and made possible a surplus that could sustain
larger, more sedentary populations and a greater
division of labor. The most significant division of
labor was that between those who performed work
and those entrusted by the society as a whole with
guardianship over the surplus and over the
maintenance of the necessary conditions of
production. At some moment, however, these
functions aimed at serving society at large were
transformed into positions of lordship over society;
the guardians and dispensers of the surplus
became the controllers and appropriators of the
surplus, who then employed coercive means, when
necessary, to maintain their control.
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Force is not an “absolute evil,” the “original sin”
by which all problems of society can be explained,
as Duhring argued—a point that still needs to be
made against pacifists and some anarchists who
reject all forms of coercion. On the contrary, force
can also play a positive role, as “the midwife of every
old society pregnant with a new one, that it is the
instrument with the aid of which social movement
forces its way through and shatters the dead,
fossilized political forms.” (209)

It is only with sighs and groans that [Dihring]
admits the possibility that force will perhaps be
necessary for the overthrow of an economic system
of exploitation—unfortunately, because all use of
force demoralizes the person who uses it. And this
in spite of the immense moral and spiritual impetus
which has been given by every victorious revolution!
(209-10)

The remainder of this section is concerned with
explaining the basic concepts of Marxist economics,
such as value, surplus value, and capital. Here the
reader must suffer through Dihring’s tortured
economic muddle. Engels tries very hard to clarify
Duhring’s ideas, but it isn’t always easy. Still, the
method of considering various economic
categories separately—the difference between
money and capital, between labor and labor power,
value and surplus value, etc.—is useful in training
oneself to think like a Marxist.

Engels’ chapter on capital and surplus value
is particularly illuminating. Here he describes how
Marx, investigating how money changes into capital,
discovers that money and capital do not circulate
in the same way. The circulation of one, in fact, is
the inversion of the circulation of the other. “The
simple owner of commaodities sells in order to buy;
he sells what he does not need, and with the money
thus procured he buys what he does need.” (231)

But the process for capital is precisely the
opposite.

The embryo capitalist starts by buying what
he does not himself need; he buys in order to sell,
and to sell at a higher price, in order to get back
the value of the money originally thrown into the
transaction, expanded by an increment in money;
and Marx calls this increment surplus value. (231)
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But this presents a problem: where did the
surplus value come from? It cannot come from
simply buying below value and selling above value,
since the gains and losses of everyone operating
as buyer and seller would cancel each other out.
“Nor can it come from cheating, though cheating
can enrich one person at the expense of another, it
cannot increase the total sum possessed by both,
and therefore also it cannot augment the sum of
the values in circulation.” (231)

Engels calls the solution to this problem the
“most epoch-making achievement of Marx’s work.”
He quotes Marx: “In order to be able to extract value
from the consumption of a commodity, our friend,
Moneybags, must be so lucky as to find...in the
market, a commodity whose use value possesses
the peculiar property of being a source of value.”
(232)

The commodity with that “peculiar’ property
is labor power. Engels further explains how this
works:

On our assumption, therefore, the laborer each
day costs the owner of money the value of the
product of six hours’ labor, but he hands over to
him each day the value of the product of twelve
hours’ labor. The difference in favor of the owner of
money is—six hours of unpaid surplus labor.... The
trick has been performed. Surplus value has been
produced; money has been converted into capital.
(233)

In discovering the origin of surplus value, Marx
“exposed the mechanism of the existing capitalist
mode of production and of the mode of
appropriation based on it; he revealed the core
around which the whole existing social order has
crystallized.” (234)

Socialism

In the final chapters of Anti-Dihring, Engels
gives a materialist history of the development of
the ideas of socialism (), a materialist history of
society and of the contradictions of the capitalist
era (ll), and a refutation of DUhring’s utopian plans
for a “new socialitarian system” (lll, 1V, and V).

As we have seen, Duhring had nothing but
contempt for early utopian socialists such as Fourier
or Lassalle. Engels treats them in an entirely
different manner. He describes the passion and
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commitment of these thinkers and their struggles.
To begin with, however, he explains that their ideas
were, of necessity, limited by the times in which
they lived.

To the immature stage of capitalist production
and the immature class position, immature theories
corresponded. The solution of social problems, a
solution which still lay hidden in the undeveloped
economic conditions, was to be produced out of
their heads. Society presented nothing but abuses;
it was the task of the thinking intellect to remove
them. (291)

Still, early socialist writers were able to make
penetrating critiques of the existing social system.
Engels explains that Fourier, for instance, analyzed
how [Clivilization moves in a “vicious circle,” in
contradictions which it constantly reproduces but
is never able to overcome, so that it constantly
attains the opposite of what it wants or pretends
that it wants to achieve. So that, for example, “in
civilization, poverty springs from superabundance
itself” (293)

Owen, a wealthy businessman, tried to set up
several socialist communities. His ideas were
utopian, but Engels describes how he stuck to his
principles despite the personal consequences.

There were three great obstacles which above
all seemed to him to block the path to social reform:
private property, religion, and marriage in its present
form. He knew what confronted him if he attacked
them: complete outlawry from official society and
the loss of his whole social position. But nothing
could hold him back; he attacked them regardless
of the consequences, and what he had foreseen
came to pass. Banished from official society,
banned by the press, impoverished by the failures
of communist experiments in America in which he
sacrificed his whole fortune, he turned directly to
the working class and worked among them for
another thirty years. (296)

The chapter that follows is a remarkably clear
explanation of what the utopians could not have
understood: that the inner, dialectical process of
class society creates its own undoing. Here, Engels’
sublime command of historical materialism and
dialectics is uncluttered by references to Duhring.
He begins,
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The materialist conception of history starts
from the principle that production, and with
production the exchange of its products, is the basis
of every social order; that in every society which
has appeared in history the distribution of the
products, and with it the division of society into
classes or estates, is determined by what is
produced and how it is produced, and how the
product is exchanged. According to this conception,
the ultimate causes of all social changes and
political revolutions are to be sought, not in the
minds of men, in their increasing insight into eternal
truth and justice, but in changes in the mode of
production and exchange; they are to be sought
not in the philosophybut in the economics of the
epoch concerned.

Likewise, the means of changing society must
have some material basis. “These means are not
to be invented by the mind, but discovered by
means of the mind in the existing material facts of
production.” (300)

Socialism, according to Engels, is not an ideal,
but is based on the actual contradictions of
capitalism.

The new forces of production have already
outgrown the bourgeois form of using them; and
this conflict between the productive forces and the
mode of production is not a conflict which has arisen
in men’s heads, as for example the conflict between
original sin and divine justice; but it exists in the
facts, objectively, outside of us, independently of
the will or purpose even of the men who brought it
about. Modern socialism is nothing but the reflex in
thought of this actual conflict, its ideal reflection in
the minds first of the class which is directly suffering
under it—the working class. (301)

Like other ruling classes, the capitalists
extracted surplus value from the laboring class. But
other laboring classes always owned the means of
production, and even most of their own product. For
the first time, capitalism changed that.

[A]s soon as the means of production had
become social and were concentrated in the hands
of the capitalists, this situation changed. Both the
means of production and the products of the small,
individual producer lost more and more of their
value; there was nothing left for him to do but to go
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to the capitalist and work for wages. Wage labor,
hitherto an exception and subsidiary, became the
rule and the basic form of all production; hitherto
an auxiliary occupation, it now became the laborer’s
exclusive activity. The occasional wage worker
became the wage worker for life. (304-5)

Now, the laws of commodity production take
hold and rule over society. Everyone relates to each
other through competition in the marketplace, but
this competition is unplanned, anarchic, and is
beyond any individual’s control.

These laws...enforce themselves on the
individual producers as compulsory laws of
competition. At first, therefore, they are unknown
even to these producers, and have to be discovered
by them gradually, only through long experience.
They assert themselves apart from the producers
and against the producers, as the natural laws of
their form of production, working blindly. The product
dominates the producers. (305)

The laws of the market compel each capitalist
to constantly revolutionize the means of production,
turning “the infinite perfectability of the machine in
large-scale industry into a compulsory
commandment for each individual industrial
capitalist to make his machinery more and more
perfect, under penalty of ruin.” (307) These
improvements in machinery, “the most powerful
instrument for shortening labor-time,” which under
different conditions would be a means to free the
mass of people from long hours of toil, under
capitalism become “the most unfailing means for
placing every moment of the laborer’s time and that
of his family at the disposal of the capitalist.” (308)

The resulting explosion of human productivity
lays the real, material foundation for a planned
society based on the free development of all human
beings. Instead of working more, increased
productivity can mean that we all work /ess.

Today this is no longer a fantasy, no longer a
pious wish. The present development of the
productive forces is already adequate as the basis
on which the increase in production which must
follow from the socialization of the productive
forces—the abolition of the barriers and disturbing
factors and of the waste of products and means of
production—can reduce the time required for labor,
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with every individual taking his share, to what on
our present conceptions would be a small amount.
(329)

Yet under capitalism economic expansion
enslaves workers to the machine, and creates
unplanned disruptions. Since the “expansion of the
market cannot keep pace with the expansion of
production,” the natural dynamic of the new system
is to periodically go into crisis. “By degrees the pace
quickens; it becomes a trot; the industrial trot passes
into a gallop, and the gallop in turn passes into the
mad onrush of a complete industrial commercial,
credit, and speculative steeplechase, only to land
again in the end, after the most breakneck jumps—
in the ditch of a crash.” (310)

The idea for solving these crises through a
socialist transformation comes not out of thin air,
but flows from capitalism’s own tendency
to socialize production. Small, isolated units
production are more and more swallowed up by
large-scale units of production.

“Both the period of industrial boom, with its
unlimited credit inflation, and the crisis itself through
the collapse of great capitalist establishments, urge
forward towards that form of the socialization of
huge masses of means of production which we find
in the various joint-stock companies.” (311)

The new system not only socializes production,
but also creates a group of people with the motive
and opportunity to revolutionize society through
their collective action—the modern working class.

By more and more transforming the great
majority of the population into proletarians, the
capitalist mode of production brings into being the
force which, under penalty of its own destruction,
is compelled to carry out this revolution.... The
proletariat seizes the State power, and transforms
the means of production in the first instance into
State property. (314)

Yet, for Engels, state ownership of industry in
and of itself did not constitute socialism:

The modern state, whatever its form, is an
essentially capitalist machine; it is the state of the
capitalists, the ideal collective body of all capitalists.
The more productive forces it takes over, the more
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it becomes the real collective body of all the
capitalists, the more citizens it exploits. The workers
remain wage-earners, proletarians. The capitalist
relationship is not abolished; it is rather pushed to
an extreme. (313)

Even though, historically, states always present
themselves as representatives of thewhole society,
in truth every state has a class character. The state
actually arose “for the forcible holding down of the
exploited classes in the conditions of
oppression...determined by the existing mode of
production.” (315) The working-class revolution,
however, creates a new possibility.

As soon as there is no longer any class of
society to be held in subjection; as soon as, along
with class domination and the struggle for individual
existence based on the former anarchy of
production...[are] abolished, there is nothing more
to be repressed which would make a special
repressive force, a state, necessary. The
interference of the state power in social relations
becomes superfluous in one sphere after another,
and then ceases of itself. The government of
persons is replaced by the administration of things
and the direction of the process of production. The
state is not “abolished,’it withers away. (315)

This analysis of the state was forgotten by both
social democracy, which came to equate socialism
with gaining a majority in parliament, and by
Stalinism, which identified bureaucratic state control
of production with socialism.

Finally, with the establishment of workers’
democratic control of production, the anarchy of
blind competition, and the crises that come with it,
can be ended.

The seizure of the means of production by
society puts an end to commaodity production, and
therewith to the domination of the product over the
producer. Anarchy in social production is replaced
by conscious organization on a planned basis. The
struggle for individual existence comes to an end....
Men’s own social organization which has hitherto
stood in opposition to them as if arbitrarily decreed
by Nature and history, will then become the
voluntary act of men themselves. (318)
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Conclusion

Challenging Duhring point for point, Engels
lays out his own and Marx’s worldview: historical
materialism. In doing so, he also uses a dialectical
and materialist method to explain the development
of their ideas and those of the socialist movement
generally. Unlike Duhring, who looks down on all
other thinkers, Marx and Engels frankly
acknowledge their debt to their predecessors. The
“great merit” of the ideas of Hegel, writes Engels,
was that, for the first time

The whole natural, historical, and spiritual
world was presented as a process, that is, as in
constant motion, change, transformation, and
development; and the attempt was made to show
the internal interconnections in this motion and
development. From this standpoint the history of
mankind no longer appeared as a confused whirl
of senseless deeds of violence...but as the process
of development of humanity itself. (30)

This dialectical kernel of Hegel’'s thought
represented a great step forward. Hegel was,
however, an idealist.

The realization of the incorrectness of previous
German idealism led necessarily to materialism,
but, it must be noted, not to the simple metaphysical
and exclusively mechanical materialism of the
eighteenth century. Instead...modern materialism
sees history as the process of the evolution of
humanity, and its own problem as the discovery of
the laws of this process. (31)

Modern materialism abolishes the need for
philosophy, as such.

[M]odern materialism embraces more recent
advances of natural science, according to which
Nature also has its history in time, the celestial
bodies, like organic species...coming into being and
passing away...modern materialism is essentially
dialectical, and no longer needs any philosophy
standing above the other sciences. (32)

It was the work of Marx to synthesize German
dialectics, English economics, and French
materialism into an analysis of the inner process of

capitalism. “This was done by the discovery of
surplus value. It was shown that the appropriation
of unpaid labor is the basic form of the capitalist
mode of production.” (33)

“These two great discoveries,” continues
Engels, “the materialist conception of history and
the revelation of the secret of capitalist production
by means of surplus value, we owe to Marx. With
these discoveries, socialism became a science,
which had in the first place to be developed in all
its details and relations.” (33—34)

Engels, in Anti-Diihring, contributed mightily to
that endeavor.? O

Brian Jones : is a teacher, actor, and
activist in New York.

All page numbers (in brackets after quotes from the text)
are taken from the International Publishers (1972) edition
of Anti-Diihring; the text is also available on the Marxist
Internet Archive at http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/
works/1877/anti-Diihring/index.htm.

1. These developments were explained in detail by David
Riazanov in a preface to the 1928 Moscow edition of Anti-

Diihring, available athttp://www.marxists.org/archive/
riazanov/1928/xx/duehring.htm

2. In the second half of the twentieth century, academics
attacked Engels as a mechanical reformist, and laid the
mistakes of German Social Democracy (and for some, the
crimes of Stalin!) at his feet. The ideas presented in Anti-
Diihring—such as how the dialectics of nature are
analogous to the dialectics of human society—were
presented as evidence of his break with Marx’s conception
of the dialectic. This attempt to draw a sharp line between
the politics of Engels and those of Marx is described and
refuted in detail in the article, “Engels’ Marxism” by John
Rees (International Socialism Journal 65, 1994) and in
George Novack, “In Defense of Engels,” Polemics in
Marxist Philosophy (New York: Monad Press, 1978), 85—
115. Even on a purely biographical basis, the evidence of
their mutual political collaboration and agreement is
overwhelming. Novack and Rees points out, for example,
that the idea for Anti-Diihring was Marx’s, that Marx
reviewed the entire manuscript, and that Marx even wrote
one of the chapters on economics! [l |
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Friedrich Engels

Socialism : Utopian and Scientific
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This short pamphlet by Friedrich Engels is,
along with the Communist Manifesto, one of the
best and most significant introductions to Marxism.
It greatly adds to our understanding of the roots of
socialism and the tasks of the working class to
fundamentally change society.

Written and published in 1880, it was originally
a part of the much longer work, ‘Herr Eugen
Duhring’s Revolution in Science’ - better known as
‘Anti-DUhring’ (published in 1878).
Dihring was a well-known German
academic whose ideas were having
a negative and disorientating effect
on the socialist movement in
Germany at the time.

Socialism: Utopian and
Scientific was a reworking of three
chapters from Anti-Duhring in a more
accessible form to give an account
of the origin and development of
socialistideas and the Marxist theory | 2
of history, also known as ‘historical g
materialism’. Both of these works
were used as basic education
studies in the German workers’
movement.

In particular, Engels discusses
the development of social classes and class
struggle, in each historical epoch and social system.

Key to understanding

Although written in another historical era, the
ideas contained in this short pamphlet are fully
relevant today. They help us to understand and
answer the ideas of today’s ‘utopian socialists’.

These re-emerged following the rise of the
Occupy movement and other ‘new left’ formations,
including Podemos in Spain and Momentum in
Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour Party.

It is against the background of the rebuilding
of the workers’ and socialist movement - following
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Tony Saunois

Committee for a Workers’ International (CWI)

the collapse of the former Stalinist regimes in the
former USSR and Eastern Europe and the
‘triumphalism of capitalism’in the 1990s - that some
of the old ‘utopian socialist’ ideas have re-emerged.

Engels, in this marvellous pamphlet, traces the
emergence of socialist ideas through different
historical eras and stages of development in society,
culminating in the ideas of scientific socialism,
formulated by himself and Karl Marx.

In the 18th century, French
materialist philosophers, who
helped pave the way for the 1789
Great French (bourgeois or
capitalist) revolution, were a major
influence on the development of
early socialist thinkers.

They argued that the existing
social and political order was
irrational. As Engels explained, they
wanted to replace such irrationality
with a “kingdom of reason;
henceforth superstition, injustice,
privilege, oppression, were to be
superseded by eternal truth,
eternal right, equality based on
nature and the inalienable rights of
man.”

Engels explained that these philosophers
believed they were defending universal truths for
all of humankind. In reality, they were articulating
ideas that represented the interests of the then
emerging and rising bourgeoisie and the system
of capitalism. They wanted an end to the limitations
of the old feudal social order and the privileges
within it.

Early socialistic ideas

However, they did not want to abolish classes.
After all, the capitalists cannot exist without wage
workers! As capitalism grew and developed, so did
the modern working class. This gave rise to even
more radical ideas.
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Radical socialist or early communistic ideas
had begun to develop during the English civil war
in the 17th century around the Levellers and other
radical groupings, and in the back streets of Paris
during the French revolution, with the ‘Conspiracy
of Equals’, and its leaders, like Frangois-Noel
Babeuf.

Important as these developments were, they
did not amount to the scientific socialism of Marx
and Engels but rather an idealistic anticipation of a
future communistic society and a rejection of brutal
class society. They reflected the plebeian or mixed
class character of these social movements.

The development of modern capitalism and
the modern working class was needed before such
ideas could be fully developed in a scientific manner,
with an understanding of the struggle between the
two main opposing class interests of the capitalists
and the working class.

Yet these movements, and others, represented
a bridge to the eventual evolution of the ideas of
scientific socialism.

The early socialistic ideas were developed
further in the 19th century by the “three great
utopians” as Engels called them - Henri de Saint-
Simon and Charles Fourier in France and Robert
Owen, in Britain.

Engels clearly had great admiration for these
figures and deals in some detail with the ideas and
works of Robert Owen in this pamphlet. Their clear
and piercing denunciations of capitalism and
pioneering attempts at building a new model society
offered a glimpse of what would be possible through
the building of a socialist society.

However, despite representing a leap forward
in offering an alternative society to capitalism, they
remained imprisoned within the relatively

limited development of capitalism and the
working class itself. They, like their 18th-century
predecessors, abstractly appealed to reason and
justice and for people to act and behave differently.

They failed to grasp that the ruling capitalist
class acted as it did out of defending its own class
interests and that a struggle by the working class
to overthrow the capitalist class was essential to
begin to build socialism.

In the case of Robert Owen, he took initiatives
to establish cooperatives run by those in the
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community, working in their own interests. Owen
established such a cooperative in New Lanark,
Scotland.

Later, he travelled to the United States and
formed a local ‘society’ in New Harmony, Indiana.
Essentially, they were attempts to build ‘an island
of socialism in a sea of capitalism’, by which Owen
hoped others would follow his example.

Inevitably all of them failed and, eventually,
Owen lost some of his wealth to these ventures.
He became more and more radical in his ideas, as
he aged, and was ostracised by ‘official society.

It was to take a further development of
capitalist society and the working class before
scientific socialist ideas could be developed by the
herculean contribution of Friedrich Engels and Karl
Marx.

Retains it validity

Yetin the modern era, the arguments of Engels
in this pamphlet still find full validity. The ideas
currently being advocated by some on the ‘new left’
are but an echo of the utopian socialists of the past.
But today there is much less justification than in
the past for these ideas because of the bitter, open
class divisions which exist in modern capitalism.

In Greece, Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras
seemed to imagine it was sufficient to appeal to
the ‘reason’ and ‘justice’ of German imperialism and
the European Union to convince them not to impose
a brutal austerity on the Greek people. The
capitalists’ answer was a predictable and firm ‘no’,
as they uncompromisingly acted to defend their
class interests.

In Britain, Paul Mason, and others on the left
have exposed the brutalities and horrors of modern
day capitalism. Yet what is the solution Mason has
advocated?

Having turned away from Marxism and
Trotskyism, Mason was influenced by the Occupy
movement. He has pointed to the emergence of
“parallel currencies, time banks, cooperatives and
self-managed spaces... new forms of ownership,
new forms of lending..”

In his book, ‘PostCapitalism’, Mason writes that
such ideas “offer an escape route - but only if these
micro-level projects are nurtured, promoted and
protected”. By who, and how, we are not told.
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In fact, these sorts of ideas are a return to the
utopian projects of Robert Owen. At that time, they
represented an important milestone in the
development of socialist ideas. They gave way;, after
an inevitable demise, to the ideas of scientific
socialism of Marx and Engels.

In today’s era of modern capitalist society,
rather than representing something ‘new’, as
claimed by their supporters, they represent a step
backwards in terms of socialist ideas and socialist
programme.

New form of socialism?

In Latin America, ‘Socialism in the 21st
century’, was propagated by president Hugo
Chavez in Venezuela and echoed by president Evo
Morales in Bolivia. This was, its supporters claimed,
to be a new form of socialism.

It included the establishment of cooperatives
and buying up a percentage of shares to establish
‘mixed enterprises’. Where the working class is
weak or not fully organised, support for the idea of
cooperatives can develop among workers faced
with the closure of their workplaces, and so on.

Socialists, of course, adopt a sympathetic
attitude to this development, especially where
workers can see no alternative.

Yet Chavez and Morales supported such
developments without exp-laining the limitations of
them. The idea was put forward of building an
alternative to capitalism within the framework of
capitalism, not ending it.

Inevitably, the decisive sectors of the capitalist
economy maintained control and consumed the
‘alternative’ cooperatives and enterprises.

Following the economic collapse in Argentina,
in 2002, workers took over factories and tried to
establish cooperatives. However, the majority of
these ‘islands’, with elements of workers’ control,
were swallowed up by the sea of capitalism which
surrounded them.

The scientific socialist ideas contained in
Socialism: Utopian and Scientific are a crucial tool
for understanding the functioning of capitalist
society and the struggle between the working class
and the ruling class.

They answer the utopian notion that it is
possible to appeal to the “reason” and “sense of
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justice” of the capitalist class and its political
representatives.

It also provides a clear answer to those who
argue that alternatives to capitalism can be
constructed within a capitalist framework - without
transforming the entire system and beginning to
build a democratic socialist alternative by the
working class.

Capitalist society has undergone many
changes since Engels wrote this pamphlet. So has
the working class. Some left commentators, like
Paul Mason or Pablo Iglesias, the leader of
Podemos in Spain, have turned away from the
working class as a force for transforming society.

Mason dismisses it as a force today due to a
weakening of the manufacturing industry that has
taken place in many countries.

There has clearly been a decline of the
traditional industrial working class in the advanced
industrialised countries. However, it still exists and
is potentially a powerful force.

Workers in the rail industry, airports,
communications, and in the remaining industrial
sectors, are still a force with immense potential
industrial power.

On a global scale, the specific weight of the
working class has increased due to the
industrialisation of countries like China, Brazil, India
and others.

At the same time, there is an increasing
‘proletarianisation’ of formerly middle-class layers,
who have been devastated by the crisis of 2007-
08. Teachers, doctors, civil servants and others,
have been radicalised, and increasingly take up the
methods of struggle of the working class.

New layers of the working class, including
extremely exploited young people on precarious
contracts, like the workers at Uber, TGl Fridays,
Deliveroo, Amazon and McDonald’s, are beginning
to take up these methods of struggle. This is in its
embryonic stage but is still extremely significant for
the workers’ and socialist movement.

A reading or rereading of Socialism: Utopian
and Scientific will be very rewarding. It can assist
the new generation in the struggle to rebuild the
workers’ and socialist movement, as an instrument
to replace capitalism with socialism. a
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Friedrich Engels
Dialectics of Nature

Marxism has a two-fold bearing on science.
In the first place Marxists study science among
other human activities. They show how the scientific
activities of any society depend on its changing
needs, and so in the long run on its productive
methods, and how science changes the productive
methods, and therefore the whole society. This
analysis is needed for any scientific approach to
history, and even non-Marxists are now accepting
parts of it. But secondly Marx and
Engels were not content to analyse
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physicists such as Hertz, J. J. Thomson, and
Becquerel, whose discoveries could be interpreted
from a materialistic or an idealistic point of view.
However, Lenin did not attempt to cover the whole
of science. He was mainly concerned with the
revolution in physics which was then in progress,
and had little to say on astronomy, geology,
chemistry, or biology.

But thirty years before Lenin, Engels had tried
to discuss the whole of science

the changes in society. In dialectics
they saw the science of the general
laws of change, not only in society
and in human thought, but in the
external world which is mirrored by
human thought. That is to say it can
be applied to problems of “pure”
science as well as to the social
relations of science.

Scientists are becoming familiar
with the application of Marxist ideas
to the place of science in society.
Some accept it in whole or in part,
others fight against it vigorously, and

DIALECTICS
of NATURE

N\ from a Marxist standpoint. He had
always been a student of science.
Since 1861 he had been in close
touch  with the chemist
Schorlemmer at Manchester, and
had discussed scientific problems
with him and Marx for many years.
In 1871 he came to London, and
started reading scientific books and
journals on a large scale. He
1! intended to write a great book to
: show “that in nature the same
dialectical laws of movement are
carried out in the confusion of its
countless changes, as also govern

Frederick Engels
TRANSLATED 8Y C, F. DUTY
PREFACE AND NOTES BY J. B. 5. MALDANE, F.RS.

say that they are pursuing pure
knowledge for its own sake. But many

of them are unaware that Marxism has any bearing
on scientific problems considered out of their
relation to society, for example to the problems of
tautomerism in chemistry or individuality in biology.
And certain Marxists are inclined to regard the study
of such scientific and philosophical problems as
unimportant. Yet they have before them the example
of Lenin. In 1905 the Russian Revolution had failed.
It was necessary to build up the revolutionary
movement afresh. Lenin saw that this could only
be done on a sound theoretical basis. So he
wrote Materialism and Empirio- criticism. This
involved a study, not only of philosophers such as
Mach and Pearson, whom he criticised, but of
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the apparent contingency of events
in history.” If this book had been
written, it would have been ofimmense importance
for the development of science.

But apart from political work, other intellectual
tasks lay before Engels. Duhring had to be
answered, and perhaps Anti-Dtihring, which covers
the whole field of human knowledge, is a greater
book than Dialectics of Nature would have been
had Engels completed it. After Marx’s death in 1883
he had the gigantic task of editing and
completing Capital, besides which he
wrote Feuerbach and The Origin of the Family.
So Dialectics of Nature was never finished. The
manuscript consists of four bundles, all in Engels’
handwriting, save for a number of quotations from
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Greek philosophers in that of Marx. Part of the
manuscript is ready for publication, though, as we
shall see, it would almost certainly have been
revised. Much of it merely consists of rough notes,
which Engels hoped to work up later. They are often
hard to read, and full of abbreviations, e.g. Mag.
for magnet and magnetism. There are occasional
scribbles and sketches in the margin. Finally,
although the bulk of the manuscript is in German,
Engels thought equally well in English and French,
and occasionally produced a hybrid sentence, such
as “Wenn Coulomb von particles of electricity
spricht, which repel each other inversely as the
square of the distance, so nimmt Thomson das
ruhig hin als bewiesen.” Or “In der heutigen
Gesellschaft, dans le méchanisme civilisé, herrscht
duplicité d’action, contrariété de l'interét individuel
avec le collectif; es ist une queue universelle des
individus contre les masses.” The translation has
been a very difficult task, and the order of the
different parts is somewhat uncertain.

Most of the manuscript seems to have been
written between 1872 and 1882, that is to say it
refers to the science of sixty years ago. Hence it is
often hard to follow if one does not know the history
of the scientific practice and theory of that time.
The idea of what is now called the conservation of
energy was beginning to permeate physics,
chemistry, and biology. But it was still very
incompletely realised, and still more incompletely
applied. Words such as “force,” “motion,” and “vis
viva” were used where we should now speak of
energy. The essays on “Basic forms of motion,”“The
measure of motion — work,” and “Heat” are largely
concerned with the controversies which arose from
incomplete or faulty theories about energy. They
are interesting as showing how ideas on this subject
developed, and how Engels tackled the
controversies of his day. However many of these
controversies are now settled. The expression vis
viva is no longer used for double the kinetic energy,
and “force” has acquired a definite meaning in
physics. Engels would not have published them in
their present form, if only because, in the later essay
on tidal friction, he uses a more modern terminology.
Their interest lies not so much in their detailed
criticism of theories, many of which have ceased
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to be of importance, but in showing how Engels
grappled with intellectual problems. The essay on
electricity “dates” even more. As a criticism of
Wiedemann’s inconsistencies it is interesting, and
it ends with a plea for a closer investigation of the
connection between chemical and electrical action,
which, as Engels said, “will lead to important results
in both spheres of investigation.” This prophecy has,
of course, been amply fulfilled. Arrhenius’ ionic
theory has transformed chemistry, and Thomson’s
electron theory has revolutionised physics. Here
again, the manuscript would certainly have been
revised before publication. In a letter to Marx on
November 23rd, 1882, he points out that Siemens,
in his presidential address to the British Association,
has defined a new unit, that of electric power, the
Watt, which is proportional to the resistance
multiplied by the square of the current whereas the
electromotive force is proportional to the resistance
multiplied by the current. He compares these with
the expressions for momentum and energy,
discussed in the essay on “The measure of motion
— work,” and points out that in each case we have
simple proportionality (momentum as velocity and
electromotive force as current) when we are not
dealing with transformation of one form of energy
into another. But when the energy is transformed
into heat or work the correct value is found by
squaring the velocity or current. “So it is a general
law of motion which | was the first to formulate.” We
can now see why this is so. The momentum and
the electromotive force, having directions, are
reversed when the speed and current are reversed.
But the energy remains unaltered. So the speed or
the current must come into the formula as the
square (or some even power) since (-x) 2 = x2.

In the essay on “Tidal friction,” Engels made a
serious mistake, or more accurately a mistake
which would have been serious had he published
it. But | very much doubt whether he would have
done so. In the manuscript notes for Anti-
Duhring, he supported the view, quite commonly
held in the nineteenth century, that we find truths
such as mathematical axioms self-evident because
our ancestors have been convinced of their validity,
while they would not appear self-evident to a
Bushman or Australian black. Now this view is
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almost certainly incorrect, and Engels presumably
saw the fallacy, and did not have it printed. | have
little doubt that either he or one of his scientific
friends such as Schorlemmer would have detected
the mistake in the essay on “Tidal friction.” But even
as a mistake it is interesting, because it is one of
the mistakes which lead to a correct result (namely
that the day would shorten even if there were no
oceans) by incorrect reasoning. Such mistakes have
been extremely fruitful in the history of science.

Elsewhere there are statements which are
certainly untrue, for example in the sections on stars
and Protozoa. But here Engels cannot be blamed
for following some of the best astronomers and
zoologists of his day. The technical improvement of
the telescope and microscope has of course led to
great increases in our knowledge here in the last
sixty years.

On the other hand, Engels’ remarks on the
differential calculus, though inapplicable to that
branch of mathematics as now taught, were correct
in his own day, and for some time after. He points
out that it actually developed by contradiction, and
is none the worse for that. To-day “rigorous” proofs
are given of many of the theorems to which he
refers, and some mathematicians claim to have
eliminated the contradictions. Actually they have
only pushed the contradictions into the background,
where they remain in the field of mathematical logic.
Not only has every effort to deduce all mathematics
from a set of axioms, and rules for applying them,
failed, but Goédel has proved that they must fail. So
the fact that the calculus can be taught without
involving the particular contradictions mentioned by
Engels in no way impugns the validity of his
dialectical argument.

When all such criticisms have been made, it
is astonishing how Engels anticipated the progress
of science in the sixty years which have elapsed
since he wrote. He certainly did not like the atomic
theory of electricity, which held sway from 1900 to
1930, and until it turned out that the electron
behaved not only like a particle but like a system of
moving waves he might well have been thought to
have “backed the wrong horse.” His insistence that
life is the characteristic mode of behaviour of
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proteins appeared to be very one-sided to most
biochemists since every cell contains many other
complicated organ substances besides proteins.
Only in the last four years has it turned out that
certain pure proteins do exhibit one of the most
essential features of living things, reproducing
themselves in a variety of environments.

While we can everywhere study Engels’
method of thinking with advantage, | believe that
the sections of the book which deal with biology
are the most immediately valuable to scientists to-
day. This may of course be because as a biologist
| can detect subtleties of Engels’ thought which |
have missed in the physical sections. It may be
because biology has undergone less spectacular
changes than physics in the last two generations.

In order to help readers to follow the
development of science since Engels’ time, | have
added some notes. A few readers may object to
my pointing out that Engels was occasionally wrong.
Engels would not have objected. He was well aware
that he was not infallible, and that the Labour
Movement wants no popes or inspired
scriptures. The Condition of the Working Class in
England in 1844, of which an English translation
had been published in America in 1885, was first
published in England in 1892. In his preface written
after forty-eight years he says:

“I have taken great care not to strike out of the
text the many prophecies, amongst others that of
an imminent social revolution in England, which my
youthful ardour induced me to venture upon. The
wonder is, not that a good many of them proved
wrong, but that so many of them have proved right.”

| think that readers of Dialectics of Nature will
come to a similar conclusion.

| have not yet mentioned the sections on the
history of science. These are among the most
brilliant passages in the whole book, but they
represent a line of thought which was followed by
Marx and Engels in many of their books and which
has since been developed by others, so most
readers will find them less novel. Finally, there is
the delightful essay on “Scientific research into the
spirit world.” There is a tendency among materialists
to neglect the problems here dealt with. It is
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worthwhile noticing that Engels did not do so. On
the contrary he produced a number of phenomena
which were regarded as “occult” and mysterious in
his day, and arrived at the same conclusions as
most scientific investigators in this field have
reached, provided that, like Engels, they brought
to their work robust common sense, and also a
sense of humour.

It was a great misfortune, not only for Marxism,
but for all branches of natural science, that
Bernstein, into whose hands the manuscript came
when Engels died in 1895, did not publish it. In 1924
he submitted it (or part of it) to Einstein, who, though
he did not think it of great interest from the
standpoint of modern physics, was on the whole in
favour of publication. If, as seems likely, Einstein
only saw the essay on electricity, his hesitation can
easily be understood, since this deals almost wholly
with questions which now seem remote. The
manuscript was first edited by Riazanov, and printed
in 1927. However, Adoratski’s edition of 1935 is
more satisfactory, as several passages which made
nonsense in the earlier edition have now been
deciphered.

Had Engels’ method of thinking been more
familiar, the transformations of our ideas on physics
which have occurred during the last thirty years
would have been smoother. Had his remarks on
Darwinism been generally known, | for one would
have been saved a certain amount of muddled
thinking. | therefore welcome wholeheartedly the
publication of an English translation of Dialectics
of Nature, and hope that future generations of
scientists will find that it helps them to elasticity of
thought.

But it must not be thought that Dialectics of
Nature is only of interest to scientists. Any educated
person, and, above all, anyone who is a student of
philosophy, will find much to interest him or her
throughout the book, though particularly in
Chapters |, II, VII, IX, and X. One reason why Engels
was such a great writer is that he was probably the
most widely educated man of his day. Not only had
he a profound knowledge of economics and history,
but he knew enough to discuss the meaning of an
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obscure Latin phrase concerning Roman marriage
law, or the processes taking place when a piece of
impure zinc was dipped into sulphuric acid. And he
contrived to accumulate this immense knowledge,
not by leading a life of cloistered learning, but while
playing an active part in politics, running a business,
and even fox-hunting!

He needed this knowledge because dialectical
materialism, the philosophy which, along with Marx,
he founded, is not merely a philosophy of history,
but a philosophy which illuminates all events
whatever, from the falling of a stone to a poet’s
imaginings. And it lays particular emphasis on the
inter-connection of all processes, and the artificial
character of the distinctions which men have drawn,
not merely between vertebrates and invertebrates
or liquids and gases, but between the different fields
of human knowledge such as economics, history,
and natural science.

Chapter Il contains an outline of this philosophy
in its relation to natural science. A very careful and
condensed summary of it is given in Chapter IV of
the History of the C.P.S.U.(B), but the main sources
for its study are Engels’ Feuerbach and Anti-
Duihring, Lenin’s Materialism and Empirio-criticism,
and a number of passages in the works of Marx.
Just because it is a living philosophy with
innumerable concrete applications its full power and
importance can only be gradually understood, when
we see it applied to history, science, or whatever
field of study interests us most. For this reason a
reader whose concern lies primarily in the political
or economic field will come back to his main interest
a better dialectical materialist, and therefore a
clearer-sighted politician or economist, after
studying how Engels applied Dialectics to Nature.

At the present moment, clear thinking is vitally
necessary if we are to understand the extremely
complicated situation in which the whole human
race, and our own nation in particular, is placed,
and to see the way out of it to a better world. A
study of Engels will warn us against some of the
facile solutions which are put forward to-day, and
help us to play an intelligent and courageous part
in the great events of our own time. a
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Friedrich Engels
The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State

H istorical materialism

Lewis Henry Morgan

One of the great classics of Marxism is the
book by Frederick Engels entitled ‘The Origins of
the Family, Private Property and the State’. Engels
applies the method of historical materialism to this
earliest period of pre-history to uncover the past.
As a contribution to International Women’s Day, we
are republishing an article by Mary Hansen and
Rob Sewell which examines this
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the more primitive the productive basis, as under
‘primitive communism’, the greater preponderance
does the social order appear to be dominated by
sexual relations. In reality, the whole basis of society
is underpinned by how things are produced.

Earliest origins

Since the discoveries of Morgan in particular,
which delved into the vast stretch of human history
from our earliest origins to the threshold of
civilisation, and the publication of
Engels’ Origins of the Family, there

question.

R R N CAE At JEST et

Not until the scientific
discoveries of the American
anthropologist Lewis H. Morgan in
the 19th century was the family
recognised, not as an eternal
institution, but as an historical
entity. Up until then, the view of the
family was dominated by the
outlook of the Five Books of Moses.

The research of Morgan was
revolutionary in the field of
anthropology and the development
of an historical approach to the
evolution of the state, family and
private property. Such were the
implications of Morgan’s ideas, that
they were eagerly taken up by Marx and Engels as
confirmation of their own views on history. “Morgan
rediscovered in America,” states Engels, “in his own
way, the materialist conception of history that had
been discovered by Marx forty years ago...”

According to the materialist conception of
history, the key factor in history, in the last analysis,
is the production and reproduction of life. Before
men and women can do anything they first have to
produce the means of life. This means first and
foremost the production of the means of
subsistence. The society under which men and
women live is determined by the stage of production
which in turn is reflected in social relations. However,
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The Origin of the
Family, Private

Property and the State

FRIEDRICH ENGELS

has been an enormous development
in related sciences, anthropology,
zoology and palaeontology.

Although this has brought many
new insights into our pre-history, it
has also been accompanied by
various interpretations which have
been steeped in the prejudices of
modern class society. Some
observers, like zoologist Desmond
Morris, falsely characterise early
human development by mindless
violence, aggression, brutality and
hierarchical domination - reflecting
the weaknesses of human nature.
These writers see no qualitative
difference between man and ape, despite the
evolution of human consciousness over the last
million years.

Deliberate efforts were made to undermine
Engels’ writings by discrediting Morgan’s research
upon which the former analysis was based.
According to the newly revised Open University
book entitled Understanding the Family (1995),
“Engels’ work is now generally viewed as pioneering
- in that it raised the issue of the nuclear family as
a vehicle by which men control women’s sexuality -
but is also seriously flawed.” (Page 24). On the
contrary, the thrust of Engels argument was not
about “men’s control of women”, but in
understanding the family, the state and private
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property, as historical in human

development.

stages

Karen Sacks explains :

“Though he made a number of specific
ethnographic errors, | think his main ideas are
correct and remain the best way of explaining data
gathered since he wrote - mainly ethnographic and
historical data which show that women’s social
position has not always been, everywhere or in most
respects subordinate to man.” (Towards
Anthropology of Women, p211)

Engels acknowledged in his 1891 preface to
Origins of the Family, that as the result of new
evidence “some of Morgan’s hypotheses pertaining
to particular points have been shaken, or even
become untenable”

Despite its limitations, Morgan’s work
attempted to shed light in evolutionary terms on
the earliest period of human development. In a
materialist fashion he divided up history into three
phases: savagery, barbarism and civilisation,
dealing primarily with the two earlier phases. Each
stage was characterised by a certain type of
economic activity. Savagery, which constituted 99%
of human existence, was based upon food
gathering, scavenging and hunting.

Barbarism was based on agriculture and the
rearing of cattle. Civilisation, based upon private
property, introduced commodity production. The
long period of savagery and barbarism constituted
the period of ‘primitive communism’, which was
based on co-operation and common ownership of
the primitive means of production.

Hunters

Human existence in its earliest phase was
composed of bands of hunters and gatherers,
unaffected by classes, the state, family, private
property, the market or any attributes of class
society. These bands or groups became organised
through blood relationships in ‘gentes’ or ‘clans’
(which are called ‘lineages’ by modem
anthropologists). According to Engels, in this
‘primitive communist’ society “everything runs
smoothly without soldiers, gendarmes or police;
without nobles, kings, governors, prefects or judges;
without prisons; without trials.”
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“All quarrels and disputes are settled by the
whole body of those concerned - the gens or the
tribe or individual gentes among themselves...
There can be no poor and needy - communistic
households and the gens know their obligations
towards the aged, the sick and those disabled in
war. All are free and equal - including the women.”
(Page 159)

As a means of survival, social co-operation
must have determined the character of early human
society, which is directly linked to the production of
tools and co-operation in hunter-gather activities.
They had a nomadic form of life based upon the
common appropriation of the products of their
labour. This inherent equality of primitive society is
confirmed by the evidence of surviving hunter-
gather societies, such as the !Kung San of the
Kalahari and others (the ! denotes a click sound).
The key note of the |Kung, in complete contrast to
class society, is their egalitarianism, modesty and
co-operation.

R. B. Lee in his book, ‘The !Kung San;
describes the attitude of a successful hunter:

“Say that a man has been hunting. He must
not come home and announce like a braggart, ‘I
have killed a big one in the bush!” He must first sit
down in silence until | or someone else comes up
to his fire and asks, ‘What did you see today?’ He
replies quietly, ‘Ah, I’'m no good for hunting. | saw
nothing at all - maybe just a tiny one’ Then | smile
to myself because | now know he has killed
something big.” (page 244)

Division of labour

As with the overwhelming majority of hunter-
gather groups there is a sexual division of labour
between men and women, where men generally
undertake hunting and women gather roots and
plants. This is nothing to do with a division based
upon prestige or superiority, but due to the women’s
role in child bearing and the need to protect the
fertility of the group. : “The burden of carrying infants
on food-gathering expeditions is great”, writes
Richard Leakey and Roger Lewin.

“IKung women walk more than 1500 miles a
year with a suckling infant on their backs), but they
are clearly equal to the task. But, although collecting
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plant foods is not without hazards from potential
predators, the dangers of hunting are greater.

“The loss of the child to the hungry jaws of a
carnivorous cat would be a serious blow to a
woman’s reproductive career. To put the child at
risk would therefore not be biologically sensible,
either for the woman or her mate... for these and
other reasons, women only rarely hunt.”

Engels underlines the equality amongst men
and women in these early societies. Based on
Morgan’s research, he stresses the importance of
the gens or lineages, which was theoretically based
on ‘blood’, in determining social relations. For
instance, in matrilineal societies where descent is
reckoned through the female line, a person’s most
important ties are with their mother and their
mother’s brother; in a similar fashion, the man’s
main responsibility is towards his sister’s children.

Again in matriarchal societies, a man enters a
household run by his wife, her mother and sisters.
Each household represents a different lineage or
gens with its definite obligations and responsibilities.
Morgan outlines the first stage of family as the
‘consanguine’ family where all descendants of a
pair are all mutual husbands and wives.

This apparently gave way to the ‘punaluan’
family, where parents and children were excluded
from sexual relations. This was characterised as
group marriage and gave way to the pairing family.

However, this view has been challenged as
recent evidence of hunter—gather societies have
not been so rigid with flexibility between the lineage
or clan. Engels nevertheless sees this development
as the earliest form of social organisation. Sexual
relations (“primitive promiscuity”) would have meant
that offspring could only identify their mother.

Only later, with the further development of
society, did it give way to patrilineality or decent
through the male line, especially with the
emergence of private property.

Gordon Childe argues :

“Among pure cultivators, owing to the role of
the women’s contributions to the collective
economy, kinship is naturally reckoned in the female
line, and the system of mother right’ prevails. With
stock-breeding, on the contrary, economic and
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social influence passes to the male and kinship is
patrilinear” (What Happened in History, p 73).

The development of technique, particularly of
agriculture 10,000 years ago revolutionised social
and sexual relationships. Childe calls it the ‘Neolithic
Revolution’, which marks the step from savagery
to barbarism.

The development of agriculture and the
domestication of animals pushed forward new
methods and implements, such as hoes,
storehouses, grindstones, pottery. “All the foregoing
inventions and discoveries”, says Childe, “were,
judged by ethnographic evidence, the work of the
women. To that sex, too, may by the same token
be credited the chemistry of pot-making, the physics
of spinning, the mechanics of the loom, and the
botany of flax and cotton.” (What Happened In
History, page 66)

However, the introduction of the plough
“relieved women of the most exacting drudgery, but
deprived them of their monopoly over the cereal
crops and the social status that conferred. Among
barbarians, whereas women normally hoe plots, it
is men who plough fields.” (Page 89) The new
advances and the wealth created began to weaken
the bonds of the gens. Although wealth remained
with-in the gentes or clan, “it gave the man a more
important status in the family than the woman, and
on the other hand, created a stimulus to utilise this
strengthened position in order ‘to overthrow the
traditional order of inheritance in favour of his
children. But this was impossible as long as decent
according to mother right prevailed. This had,
therefore, to be overthrown, and it was over-
thrown..” (Engels Origins, page 90)

Civilisation

The transition from ‘primitive communist’
society to civilisation and class society took place
unevenly. The creation of a surplus over and above
the needs of the clan or tribe marked a revolutionary
advance, yet it also stimulated private property and
the dissolution of the old gens.

This period coincided with intensive agriculture
and the use of metals. For Childe, “the worst
contradictions in the Neolithic economy were
transcended when farmers were persuaded or
compelled to wring from the soil a surplus above
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their own domestic requirements, and when this
surplus was made available to support new
economic classes not directly engaged in producing
their own food. The possibility of producing the
requisite surplus was inherent in the very nature of
the Neolithic economy.” Its realisation required a
change in social and economic relations, or in other
words, a break up of the old social order. The social
surplus, derived primarily from agriculture, was
gradually concentrated into the hands of a privileged
caste of priests and officials which gradually
separated itself from the rest of society.

Over a period of time, private property also
became increasingly concentrated in the hands of
family chiefs. This was a decisive step towards the
creation of a ruling class. With the introduction of
cattle rearing, metallurgy, and cultivation, the social
surplus rose considerably. From this time onwards
slavery became an economic viability.

In the past, when no surplus was produced
above the needs of the population, conquered tribes
were butchered or a source of cannibalism but not
slavery. As soon as a surplus came into being, the
capture of slaves became very profitable.

As Childe comments: “the vanquished need
not have been exterminated. If some survived as
guardians of the ritual tradition of a local god, others
may have been left alive as serfs or slaves. Men
would have been domesticated’, like oxen and
asses. Conquests would have produced stratified
societies, divided into masters and slaves, embryos
of the class division revealed in the oldest historical
cities? (Page. 96)

The movement towards class society, reflected
itself in the dissolution of the gens and the
development of new social relations. The nascent
ruling class concentrated greater economic and
social power into its hands. Monogamy thus arose
out of the concentration of wealth into the hands of
one person and the need to pass this on to the
man’s children. It was the beginning of the
oppression of women. “The overthrow of mother
right was the world historic defeat of the female
sex”, says Engels.

The new patriarchal family went hand in hand
with the development of classes, the state, and
other attributes of class society. “In short, wealth is
praised and respected as the highest treasure, and
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the old gentile institutions are perverted in order to
justify forcible robbery of wealth”, states Engels.
“Only one thing was missing: an institution that
would not only safeguard the newly-acquired
property of private individuals against the
communistic traditions of the gentile order, would
not only sanctify private property, formerly held in
such light esteem, and pronounce this satisfaction
the highest purpose of human society, but would
also stamp the gradually developing new forms of
acquiring property, and consequently, of constantly
accelerating increased wealth, with the seal of
general public recognition; an institution that would
perpetuate, not only the newly-rising class division
of society, but also the right of the possessing class
to exploit the non-possessing classes and the rule
of the former over the latter. And this institution
arrived. The state was invented.” (Page 178)

The emergence of civilisation brought with it
new products of class society, including the sub-
ordination of women and the emergence of a new
social power: money.

With the development of private property came
the existence of commodities and private debt. The
old gentile order crumbled and the new class
societies, such as in the Greek city states, emerged
based on slavery.

Slavery

The development of slavery, feudalism, and
then capitalism changed the forms of exploitation
and the production of surplus value from the labour
of the exploited mass. The role of women in society
was confined to the household. In this subordinate
position, cut off from social production, the female’s
role was largely reproduction.

This is continued in the present bourgeois
family. In fact, as The Communist Manifesto
explained, “The bourgeois sees in his wife a mere
instrument of production... Our bourgeois, not
content with having the wives and daughters of their
proletarians at their disposal, not to speak of
common prostitutes, take the greatest pleasure in
seducing each other’s wives.”

However, the fireworks of economic expansion
under capitalism in the second half of the 20th
century has opened the way for women to enter
industry on a wide scale. In Britain women are
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roughly half the workforce. This is an enormously
progressive fact. As Engels says: “The emancipation
of women becomes possible only when women are
enabled to take part in production on a large, social
scale, and when domestic duties require their
attention only to a minor degree.”

However, this is impossible under capitalism.
The disintegration of the welfare state, as well as
the break up of the family, is a product of the crisis
of capitalism. Rather than a move towards equality,
there has developed the most glaring inequalities.
Working class women are forced into soul
destroying dead-end jobs, the bulk of which are
part-time. The gap between rich and poor is greater
than at any time since 1886.

The real emancipation of women is not linked
to the largely middle class feminists who see the
issue as a means of self-promotion. The plight of
millions of ordinary working class women are a
million miles removed from the petit bourgeois that
infest the so-called women’s movement. For them
the position of women is con-fined to male attitudes
and prejudices, rather than the manifestation of
class society.

They see the issue as a problem of ‘men’ and
seek to solve the subordination of women from the
viewpoint of sexual domination and not class. They
operate within the confines of capitalism, hoping to
expand the number of professional jobs, such as
lawyers, judges, MPs, company directors, for middle
class women.

The position of working class women is
fundamentally a class question, which requires the
unity of the working class -men and women -, in
the common struggle to overthrow the capitalist
system, based upon exploitation and inequality.
Only with the overthrow of class society can the
liberation of men and women be achieved.

As Engels explains: “Monogamy arose out of
the concentration of considerable wealth in the
hands of one person - and that a man - and out of
the desire to bequeath this wealth to this man’s
children and to no one else’s. For this purpose
monogamy was essential on the woman’s part, but
not on the man’s; so that this monogamy of the
woman in no way hindered the overt or covert
polygamy of the man. The impending social
revolution, however, by transforming at least the
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far greater part of permanent inheritable wealth -
the means of production - into social property, will
reduce all this anxiety about inheritance to a
minimum.” (Origins, p 123)

What will the character of the future socialist
family be like? As monogamy arose out of definite
economic causes, will it disappear when they too
disappear? With the abolition of private property,
the family ceases to be an economic unit. The care
of children becomes the responsibility of society,
as not only the material basis of society changes,
but its whole social and moral outlook. The
egalitarian foundation of socialism is enhanced as
all the “old crap” of class society is eliminated. The
development of an economy of super abundance
and the democratic involvement of the population
at all levels transforms the outlook of society.

Planned economy

The planned economy, with is use of the most
scientifically advanced techniques, will reduce
working hours to a minimum, fully allowing the
participation of men and women in art and culture.
“Monogamy, instead of declining, finally become a
reality - for the men as well”, concludes Engels.

Women'’s liberation is bound into the liberation
of society from class domination. A pre-condition
of this is the involvement of working class women
in the Labour movement in the struggle to change
society. This is a key question.

Only by campaigning on socialist policies that
will transform the lives of ordinary working people
will the movement attract women workers in large
numbers. This must be linked to childcare provision,
so domestic difficulties are minimised, and the
opportunities for participation are enhanced.

In reality, we can only speculate on the form
of family under socialism. For Engels, people under
a new society “will not care a rap about what we
today think they should do. They will establish their
own practice and their own public opinion, con-
formable therewith, on the practice of each
individual - and that’s the end of it

The only thing that can be established with
certainty is that relationships will embody respect
and will be free from the harmful effects of class
society. Humankind will be free to enjoy the full fruits
of life. |
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MUNICIPAL EMPLOYEES UNION A.P. MEDICAL CONTRACT

. AND OUTSOURCING
President : G.L. Kanta Rao EMPLOYEES UNION

General Secretary : Sai Ram .
Y Dist. President : K. Krishnamacharyulu

Treasurer : Abdul Azem _
Dist. Secretary : V. Dattatreya

Vice President : Kanchana Rao .
Treasurer : P. Vijaya

Joint Secretary : Tentu Sreenu

MUNICIAPL CORPORATION MUNICIPAL SANITARY
PERMANENT & CONTRACT SUPERVISORS, INSPECTORS
EMPLOYEES UNION & HEALTH ASSOCIATION UNION

President : D. Asirappadu President : B. Raju
{ General Secretary : B. Sreenu General Secretary : P. Subba Rao
| Treasurer : K. Nagendra Rao Treasurer : T Raja Gopal

MUNICIPAL DRIVER'S UNION R.M.S. CASUAL MAZDOORS
: , AND CASUAL WORKERS UNION
| President : Venu

| Secretary : Nookaraju AT : B.V. Appa Rao

Secretary : B. Bhujangarao
Treasurer : K. Chalapathi Rao




VILLAGE RESORT
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§ 9490700146 ,© 9490700147, © 9490700148 , = reservations@sunrayvillageresort.com, sales@sunrayvillageresort.com
Address- NH-5, Savaravilli Rd, Near Savaravilli Auto Stand, Visakhapatnam, Bhogapuram, Andhra Pradesh 535216 |






