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One of the Biggest Cooperative Urban Banks in India with 108 Years of Service

THE VISAKHAPATNAM COOPERATIVE BANK LIMITED

(MSCS/CR/1101/2014) (MULTI STATE COOPERATIVE URBAN BANK)

Dwarakanagar, Visakhapatnam-330016, Ph: 0891-2788461, 62, 63, 66, 71

Salient Features

Higher Rate of Interest on Deposits

Additional rate of Interest on deposits
of Senior Citizens

All Deposits are insured upto Rupees
5,00,000/- for each individual

DDs/Bankers Cheques on all
important places in India and RTGS,
NEFT

! ; All Branches works on Sunday
Sri Ch.Raghavendra Rao Extended Working hours for
Chairmar Customer's convenience.

Safe Deposit Locker facility

Corporate Agency with United India
Insurance Company Ltd,

Life Insurance corporation of India,

IFFCO TOKIQ General Insurance

Sri G.Bhaskara Rao  Sri M.Raghava Rao Company Ltd
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Members Welfare Schemes

sy All members covered under Personal

SAM, Anjaneyuly S g M Closty  SriA ) Stalin St MXamaraju  Smt K Bhavani Accident Policy upto Rs.50,000/-

2

Members with share capital of
Rs.5000/- and above covered under
"Arogya Visakha Bima" for medical

-
-

4
S 0.Chandra Sathar St @ Jamardhana Rae o Chfmarsiss Sastry  $06) Domacomrt iy S P Y. Ramana Ras
In case of unfortunate death of

' member, legal heirs are entitled to
g received Death Benefit Fund equal to
‘ y ‘ . Share Capital with a minimum of

St KPrasada Rao  Smt U Parvathi Dewi ‘7':".' Strniann Nt Wil lsmale S0 P Narayana Swamy Rs.5000/- and a maximum of
Rs.1.00.000/-

expenses upto Rs.50,000/- per year

Yearly Cash Awards for Meritorious
children of our members

;‘_,
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THE BIGGEST COOPERATIE BANK IN SOUTH INDIA
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R RAVINDRANATH  G. OBULESU  S.VENKATA SUBBAIAH
President General Secretary Dy. General Secretary
+ 94403 20260 94909 52505 + 99492 07506

AITUC AP STATE GOUNCIL

Office Ph: 08663550927 WM Email: apnituce@gmail.com
Josyabhatla Stayanarayana Bhavan GOLLAPUDI, Vijayawada - 521225
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AN IDEAL 5

COMMUNIST
COUPLE

Comrade M.V.N. Kaparde and
Com. Seshamma was an ideal
Communist couple. Both of them
devoted their life to the welfare of the
people and the Communist Party. They
brought up a large family in which all
the children are either active in the
Party or strong sympathizers. Theirs is
a truly "Red Family". In the West
Godavari district, Kaparde centrated
on Trade Unions and especially unions
of road transport workers. The road
transport industry was held in the pri-
vate sector in the beginning.

His wife concentrated on people's
problems in general and women's
problems in particular. As a result, she
was elected as a municipal councilor
several times. Kaparde was the secre-
tary of the West Godavari district com-
mittee of C.P.I. apart from being a
prominent Trade Union leader. He
became equally popular as secretary
of the Party in a short time. After the
formation of Andhra Pradesh, there
was a movement to extend the R.T.C.
to the Andhra districts.

Com. Kaparde was one of its impor-
tant leaders. He stood for the national-
ization of road transport and also for
the absorption of the staff of private
transport in the R.T.C. irrespective of
their qualifications. This was consid-
ered, but the pay scales in that region
were fixed lower on par with staff of the

%6 505 Bb0 p¢ “

- K.L. MAHENDRA

h

State government. By the time of the
next pay revision the A.P.S.R.T.C.
Employees, Union took up their cause
and demanded that they should be
given the same pay and allowances on
par with the Corporation employees.
Due to the success of this demand, the
Andhra region employees of R.T.C. got
a big jump. But, due to the financial
burden, the Telangana region staff got
an incremental rate of Rs.5 at the min-
imum.

This created some discontent
among the staff of Telangana region
and P. Ramamohanrao utilised this
discontent to break away from the
Employees Union and form NMU. By
this time Com. Kaparde had grown as
an important leader of the A.P.S.R.T.C.
Employees Union and in this back-
ground he was elected as the general
secretary of the State A.L.T.U.C. | was
the secretary. Both of us worked
together as a perfect team. Although
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he was the general secretary, unlike
some others, he appreciated and
encouraged initiative by his colleagues
even at the Union leadership level.
When my first term as a member of
the Legislative Council came to an end,
| suggested in the Party Executive
Committee that Com. Kaparde be
elected to the Legislative Council.
However, the Executive was in favor of
my continuing for the second term, and
the decision was taken accordingly.
During the Emergency, Indira
Gandhi government amended the
Bonus Act. Com. Kaparde, myself, my
wife and some others offered
Satyagraha and we were kept in Jail
for three days. During that period the
negotiations for payment of Bonus to
the RTC employees were in progress.
The management and the then Labour
Minister Shree G. Venkataswamy
insisted that workers can be paid the
bonus of 4% but, if the act is amended
the remaining 4.33% can be paid. For
fear of scuttling the issue, the negotia-
tors were in favor of accepting the pro-
posal. Kaparde, with all his shrewd-
ness privately asked me to speak to
the minister in my capacity as MLC,
and change the proposal to pay 8.33%
of which 4.33% can be treated as
recoverable advance and can be
recovered if the Act is not amended.
The minister accepted the proposal.
Both the leaders and the employees
were extremely happy with this deci-
sion. This shows the close coordination
between both of us. Another example
Is in Chagallu sugar factory where the
employees were on strike and Kaparde
included me in the negotiating team.
We reached a settlement and the M.D.

(who was a lady) invited us separately
and told if any problem arose in the
future she would hold me responsible
probably because | was also an MLC
apart from being a Trade union leader.
| resisted saying that Kaparde was our
General Secretary and he would be
responsible. The MD said "No", and
Kaparde said that there would be no
problem in making any one of us
responsible. That was the authority
shown by Com. Kaparde in all matters.

Once, Com. Chandra Rajeswara
Rao directed us to prepare a draft on
some policy matters. Kaparde readily
said, "Mahendra is like a computer and
the draft would be prepared immedi-
ately". That is the level of confidence
Com. Kaparde reposed in his col-
leagues. Whenever a question of poli-
cy was involved Kaparde used to be
very firm though he was pragmatically
liberal in organisational adjustments.
As general Secretary of State AITUC
he lived in the back rooms of the TUC
office, a small two-and-a-half-room
portion, with his entire family of about
ten members. At that time some of his
children were still studying. That was
the austere way in which he lived.

In the last days of his iliness, he was
suffering from some stomach ailments
while the entire treatment was given for
heart disease. A wrong diagnosis led to
his demise which was a great loss to
the Trade Union movement and the
Party as well in the state. He was a
member of the Executive and
Secretariat of the State Party and
National Council at the time of his
death. Q

(Former President, World
Federation of Trade Unions)
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GENERAL ELECTIONS - INDIA, 1980 1980 Y0 &&)aéqns BYD &) DT

No.  CANDIDATE SEX PARTY VOTES %
ANDHRA PRADESH

I . CHITTOORI SUBBARAO CHOWDARY INC(1) 266805 59.15%
2. K.SURYANARAYANA M NP 83470 18.50%
3. KAPARDE M.V.N. M CPI 81390 18.04%
4. KRISHNAMURTHY YEERANKI M IND 5768 1.28%
5. PAYYATI VENKATESHWARA VAIDYA M IND 4760 1.06%
6. CHAKKA SREERAMULU M IND 4364 0.97%
7. M.KRISHNAMOHANA RAO THAMMAREDDY M IND 2395 0.53%
8 . MOHD. SHERIFF M IND 1319 0.29%
9. VASE RAMA RAO M IND 812 0.18%
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My personal
experiences
with our father

In addition to my personal experi-
ences with our father, late Sri M.V.N.
Kaparde, in my day-to-day life (during my
childhood). | had the rare opportunity of
observing him from close quarters in two
roles played by him amazingly well.

Our father was in Moscow for an
advanced learning on the organization of
Trade Unions, when | was doing my MS
in Engineering at the People's Friendship
University in Moscow. At the age of about
52, he was a more dedicated student
than | was or many of my friends at the
university. In the name of expressing his
doubts about the application of the tech-
nology and seeking clarifications from us,
he used to spend several hours in our
hostel. In the process, he would expose
our shallow knowledge of things.

Now, | realize that his strength as a
student was that he had total clarity
about the purpose of his learning. Our
father used to take me and my friends
shopping for gifts and souvenirs for fami-
ly members and friends in India. We, of
course, enjoyed two distinct advantages
over him: we all could speak Russian flu-
ently, we stayed in Moscow for a much
longer time, and hence we knew the city
well. During the shopping, he would
make us realize our superiority and seek
our advice on the items to be purchased.
We used to prepare a list of items, after
long deliberations, but he would pur-
chase most of the items outside the list
and used to explain the prudence, both

Sodvon Helyo €O ‘

MANDALAPARTHY BABURAO

economically and utility-wise, in the pur-
chase of those items. | must confess that
this helped us mature faster.

| am proud that many of my friends,
even today, recollect their association
with our father - they consider it as friend-
ship - very fondly. In early 1981, our
father was invited by the Trade Union
leaders of Hindustan Cables Limited to
represent their case to the management
on promotion policy. He surprised the
representatives of workers as well as the
management by opposing time-scale
promotions of workers on the ground that
such a policy would discourage hard-
working and skillful workers and adverse-
ly affect the organization. Due to their
compulsions, the management and the
Trade union had reached an agreement
on timescale promotions, setting aside
the objections of our father. That was the
first year of my service in the same
organization in the cadre of "Officers,"
and the agreement was not even appli-
cable to us, but | also thought that our
father was wrong in his assessment.

Ten years later, | was negotiating a
bound promotion policy for officer cadre,
in my capacity as the President of the
Officers' Association, and the then
Director (Personnel) pleaded with me not
to press for the policy because a similar
policy for the workers had deteriorated
the performance level by more than 20%.
He told me that during the negotiations
with the workmen, a trade unionist with
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vision strongly advocated against the
time-bound promotion policy and the
workmen, a trade unionist with vision
strongly advocated against the time-
bound promotion policy and the manage-
ment was surprised at his unexpected
suggestion and went ahead with time
scale promotions and within ten years
the company paid a heavy price for their
hasty decision. He was pleasantly sur-
prised to learn that it was our father, who
was "the trade unionist with vision" and
successfully scuttled our attempt to
agree on time scale promotion. He called
it a tribute to our father. But two years
later we "achieved" the timebound pro-
motions for the officer cadre also and
within ten years, the company is on the
verge of closure.l must confess that there
are a great number of experiences with
our father that have helped me in my
career, which will need a much greater
space.

Since | propose to narrate some more
traits of our father, | will limit my profes-
sional experiences to the above two. |
shall now dwell upon some personal
traits of our father and his total commit-
ment to family matters in spite of his
whole-time preoccupation with the party
and trade union work. 30 Our father was
a man with a lot of common sense and
ready wit.

His presence could easily be noticed
in a crowd because of his argumentative
skills on a wide range of topics.Although
he was not a voracious reader, he made
sure that his knowledge was updated
regularly on the topics that he would be
called upon to deal with.

His greatest strength was his capabili-
ty to lucidly present his thoughts in his
speeches as well as writings. He was
famous for presenting the cases of the

workers most convincingly when charge
sheets or show-cause notices were
issued to them. Even when he was the
district-level Trade union leader, his
explanations of charge sheets to workers
were considered a benchmark. His
attractive "pearl like" handwriting added
more flavor to his already content-rich
writings.Our father was an orator of a
high order in Telugu and was considered
to be a very learned man by the all-
important people of our town.

His knowledge of the English lan-
guage was also quite good and hence he
was the obvious choice for translating the
speeches of national leaders during their
visits to our town or for that matter any
town in our district. His friends would
proudly claim that his translation was bet-
ter than the original speech (as far as the
presentation of points was considered).
Since our father was required to partici-
pate in various conferences, conven-
tions, meetings and discussions with the
management of different industrial units,
both in the private and public sectors, he
was out of station for more than 15 days
every month.

He clearly knew that the children
would be missing him very much and
would be eagerly awaiting his return. To
compensate for his absence, he used to
bring fruits and small gifts to the children
on his return home. This made his return
not only thrilling but also helped us forget
his absence.Although he had very little
free time even when he was in town, he
always made sure that he would spend
sufficient time to personally verify the
academic progress of the children. This
practice continued till | joined my
Engineering course in REC, Calicut. | am
not very sure, for two reasons- | went
away for further studies abroad and he
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grew in stature and position in the party
and became even busier, whether he
monitored the studies of my younger
brothers and sisters. This clearly shows
how concerned he was, about all of us,
amidst his busy and demanding sched-
ule.Our father was educated at Guntur in
the famous A.C. College and stayed with
his eldest brother late Shri M. Upendra
Sharma, who retired as the Principal of
Hindu College, Guntur. Although our
father was involved in many extra-curric-
ular activities, including the organization
of students’ movements, he was very
good at studies and his elder brother told
this to us on a number of occasions.

It is only natural that he enjoyed a
great amount of love and affection from
his brother, but surprisingly he also
enjoyed a lot of affection from his Sister-
in-law, late Smt. M. Bangaramma. She
probably loved him more than his brother
and his mother did. She lived for almost
twenty years after his death and would
shed tears whenever any one of us visit-
ed her.

He was, for all practical purposes, her
eldest son (she has only one son MS
Sharma, who was more than 25 years
younger than our father). | still remember
that my father also reciprocated a similar
sentiment towards her.This narration
would be incomplete if | didn't mention
the significant contribution of our mother,
late Smt. M. Seshamma, for the success
of our father. Our family was very large -
almost ten children, eight of her own chil-
dren, her younger brother BSA
Satyanayana or Anjibabu and her
younger sister Subbalaxmi or Bujjamma
in addition to the population of our
cousins. Our family had more than twen-
ty members on any given day. As |
mentioned earlier, our father had to

spend most of his time outside our home.
Our mother had to take care of every-
body in his absence with very meager
financial resources at her disposal. 31
Our mother was not as educated and as
learned as our father. She had to under-
go heavy mental stress due to this, but
she accepted the challenge very boldly
and | should agree that had fulfilled the
responsibility rather well. But for her sup-
port, our father could not have reached
the positions he had reached and could
not have achieved what he had
achieved.

Although she was handling such great
responsibility single-handedly, she never
tried for any separate identity for herself.
She was always identified with our father
and was known to the world as our
father's wife only. To help her with physi-
cal stress, she had an able aide in her
mother - Smt. B.Kanaka Durgamma.
Nevertheless, the mental stress had to
be borne by her alone. This must have
adversely affected her health and she
had suffered at least two heart attacks.
Despite her full-time involvement in fami-
ly matters, she found time for social serv-
ice also. She was elected to the gram
panchayat for about three terms and
Municipality for two terms.

Although our mother had no separate
identity other than that of our father, iron-
ically, she had never lost an election and
our father never won one.In retrospect,
our father and mother had discharged
their duties extremely efficiently with the
meager resources at their disposal. |
wonder whether we will be able to reach
the halfway mark of their efficiency with
much greater resources (several times
more than what they had) available to us.
This, | think, is what makes them great
and makes their lives memorable. (J
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Down the
memory line

I did not realize that it would be such a
challenging task to pen down my memories.
| tried and got tired of giving shape to my
memories and suddenly realized that the
actual challenge is not penning down my
thoughts but finishing writing about a man in
a couple of pages about whom you could
easily write a couple of books. Such was the
personality my grandfather carried. By no
means, he was an ordinary man and in my
opinion, he was no less than a legend. | was
fortunate to have spent more than 5 yrs of
my childhood with him and | was also fortu-
nate to have the first-mover advantage by
being his eldest grandson. My father and
uncles fondly recalled, on a number of occa-
sions, the fun he had donned the role of a
grandfather. | do remember some of them,
myself, even today. | never used to let him
go out without receiving the bribe and the
bribe used to be a few chocolate cookies
from the bakery opposite our house in
Himayath Nagar.

| still remember the fun myself and my
younger brother Satish had in the lift of
Makhdoom Bhavan which was our favorite
amusement place. | remember how we once
got stuck up in the lift due to a power failure
but we were lucky that someone or other
was always watching us and we got out
safely. | would say that we were always in
the ambit of the radar of our grandfather,
which protected us. He had amazing control
and command in whatever he did and had a
fantastic aura of personality that would leave
a lasting impression on anybody and every-

Sokoon fesfo ghsey “ ﬂ
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ﬂ~.~ &

body who came in contact with him. | didn't
understand this at that age but | started real-
izing it as | grew up.

For me life was fun. | had the best child-
hood and my grandfather's house was full of
life. 1 didn't understand how privileged | was
to be born as his grandson. | realize it only
now when | miss him most. As | grew up |
started realizing the greatness of my grand-
father and experienced it in many ways and
| would like to share some of my thoughts
with you all.

In everybody's life, there are some great
incidents that would change the course of his
or her life and in my opinion, the most impor-
tant event in my grandfather's life was his
marriage with my grandmother, late
Seshamma. | always feel that was the best
decision in his life as | feel that he would not
have achieved even a quarter of what he has
accomplished in his life if it had been any
other woman in her place. As the saying
goes "Behind every successful man there is
a woman" and behind the success of my
grandfather, it was my grandmother who
stood her ground and supported him in all
walks of his life.

Undoubtedly, they were the greatest of
lovers | have known in my life the kind of love
they shared cannot be expressed in words.
They had an amazing telepathy between
them and they just knew what the other per-
son wanted from him/her. | cannot recollect
any incident where someone told me about
their having an argument on anything and |
would say my grandfather was very lucky to
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have got married to my grandmother and
this is undoubtedly the biggest factor that
gave him the luxury to stay focused on his
goals.

My grandfather had an amazing sense of
responsibility towards the society he lived in
as he always used to feel that one can never
be happy if people around him are suffering.
He was never bothered about anybody to
understand his philosophy of life nor waited
for anybody to support him. He was an ini-
tiator and finisher rolled into one.

He always believed in the law of equality
and was a true secularist. He just did not
preach secularism but put it into action as he
encouraged his children to marry girls from
any caste/religion.

| consider him a great parent too-he gave
freedom to his children to decide how they
wanted to lead their lives and never inter-
fered in their lives unless and until it was
necessary. This helped them to grow as
confident and independent individuals. We,
as his grandchildren, are also very lucky to
have been raised similarly.

There is no doubt that he was a legend.
Sometimes | wonder whether any one of us
can accomplish at least a fraction of what he
had achieved during his lifetime. | consider
him a benchmark and an example of living
life king-size. | am sure that one can learn a
lot of things from him that can add tremen-
dous value to one's life. When | think of his
life the most striking point | observe in his
personality is his "Passion”. | feel what ever
he did - whether it is a fight for a cause or
standing for values or loving his friends and
family-there is passion in everything he did
and this has made him a man of a different
class altogether.

For me, who has only seen good times in
life and the society | live in, it is hard to
imagine that men of his generation fought

for this country, fought for freedom, and
social justice and fought against inequali-
ties. For me, all these words sound like a
lesson from a Social Studies textbook. For
me and many of my age, history is a fairy
tale because we read about it but never had
an opportunity to experience it. | feel proud
that my grandfather took part in the freedom
struggle and fought to ensure justice for the
people around him even after the independ-
ence. He never cared for his comfort or that
of his family. He toiled hard for the society. It
is so easy for me to pen down a few lines
but I know it would not have been easy for
my grandfather to lead a life like that. He
must have had enormous difficulties in his
day-to-day life, he must have gone through
many phases of emotional disturbances and
acute financial crises but he never let any-
thing shake his faith in the ideology he
believed in. He never shied away from his
other roles of being a responsible son, hus-
band, brother, father, uncle and friend. | find
it amazing that he lived his life with such
ease and never made anybody feel the
stress he was carrying.

| belong to a generation where manage-
ment is such a big school, there are "n"
numbers of books on how to manage your-
self, how to manage time, how to manage
people and also books to teach you about
managing relationships, for us leading a nor-
mal life without any social responsibilities
itself is a big challenge and when | think of
my grandfather | feel | am looking at a Giant
who never required any books or manage-
ment schools to teach him how to manage
his life.

| always miss him and will continue to miss
him till my last moment, | feel proud that | am
his grandson. If | can accomplish at least
10% of what he achieved | shall consider
that | have lived my life completely. O
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(Regd. No. 70497)

TADEPALLIGUDEM
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(Vice Presidents)

Sti. M.KANIKI REDDY, $ri. N.NAGESWARA RAO

Joint Secretary Tresurer

West Godavari District

Millers Association Building Premises
Railway Station Road, TADEPALLIGUDEM - 534101

Secretary Cell: 96663 58615




